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Dear Parent/Carer,
It is a privilege to begin this edition of Newscheck by sharing what an excellent term this has
been for the Academy. There have been a significant number of highlights and I have been
lucky to experience student achievement in a variety of guises. My highlights have included
supporting our Under 16 Netball Team participate in the regional finals, attending an evening
with our jazz band at Market Harborough Theatre and most recently our History department
hosting an event to mark the centenary of women gaining the right to vote attended by our
Member of Parliament, Neil O’Brien. Last week marked a terrific achievement by our
charitable group CAIRS who succeeded in raising £470 for Save the Children as a result of a timely Christmas
jumper day and the spirit on that day really encapsulated the environment of mutual support that we seek to
promote. I feel that it is also important to congratulate Year 7 on completing their first term and to thank so many
parents for meeting with teachers in November. Finally, I must note the excellent diligence and effort shown by
Year 11 students during a challenging trial exam series which we know will benefit them in the future.
As we approach the Spring Term and a new year, many of us will embrace new challenges and in this spirit, I would
like to thank Mr White, Ms Hedley and Mr Waterfield who leave us to pursue new opportunities at the end of the
year. Each colleague will be missed by students and staff, we wish them well in their respective futures and hope
that they will remain in touch with the Academy. I am particularly grateful to Mr White and Ms Hedley who have
served a significant tenure with the Academy and made a great contribution during that time. In the new year we
will be joined by new members to our teaching team with Miss Waterson (Subject Lead: Chemistry), Ms Atraszkiewicz
(Teacher of Physics), Mrs James (Teacher of English), Miss Hadfield (Teacher of MFL) taking positions in the New
Year. I am also delighted to confirm that Mr Barnes (Teacher of MFL) will remain with the Academy as he takes up
a permanent position from 2019. This will mean the following changes to tutor groups:
Ms J Hadfield

7B1

Room A5

Ms E Waterson

8B1

Room C1

Mr J Barnes

4H1

Room A4

We are delighted to be joined by our new colleagues who will contribute to the culture of continuous improvement
that we are working towards.
Finally, I would like to thank staff, students and parents for their hard work and support during the Autumn Term.
There have been several important changes made towards raising expectations for students and it has been fantastic
to see the way that all stakeholders have continued to embrace this agenda. I have sought every opportunity for
scrutiny, challenge and checks for our approach to improving the climate for learning and I have been delighted to
receive effusive praise from both the Local Governing Body and our Multi-Academy Trust during this term about how
impressed they have been with students, staff and the underlying sense of purpose that they have seen. I am
committed to providing students with structure and support, so that they make exceptional progress in a setting
where they are known and cared about, and my New Year’s resolution will be to work even harder to achieve this in
2019.

Daniel Cleary
Principal

Dates for your Diary
Monday 24th December to Friday 4th January 2019, Christmas and New Year break
Monday 7th January 2019, Academy opens to staff and students Week B
Tuesday 15th January 2019, Twilight A level Music and Music Technology taster session for external
students
Friday 25th January 2019, Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day
(closed to students)
Saturday 16th March 2019, Jazz band, Junior band and Senior Choir performance at MFY,
Northampton
Saturday 30th March 2019, Soul Patrol performance at MFY, Birmingham
Saturday 13th April 2019, Jazz band performance at NCBF, Manchester
Monday 3rd June 2019, RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Friday 28th June 2019, Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day (closed
to students)
Friday 12th July 2019, Academy closes
Note: additional INSET days to be added

Work Experience
Year 10 Work Experience 2019 – 1st to 5th July 2019
All Year 10 students should now have their work experience application forms and booklets.
The Christmas period may be a good time to start thinking about what you may like to do for work
experience and perhaps approach an employer to ask if they can take you for work experience next
year.
Alternatively the school can help you find a placement; please contact Student Services in the first
instance.
If you are considering either Joules, Protheroes or Wooden House Kennels as a placement, please speak
to Miss Cambridge in Student Services and not the employer as the school is processing applications
on behalf of these employers.
If you are considering applying to Town & Country Vets in Market Harborough please provide a CV and
letter and hand this into Student Services as this forms part of their interview process.
We also may have placements available at The Cube Theatre in Corby. Students interested in this
placement should hand a CV and letter in to Student Services in the first instance.

Student Services and Mr Webb

Sport
Ailsa McDonald has recently competed in the Midlands regional Short Course Championships in
Nottingham. She competed in seven individual events and two relays over the two days. Finals were
for the eight fastest swimmers from the heats, irrespective of age. Ailsa qualified for six finals,
contesting five. She came fourth in the 200m and 400m individual medleys, third in the 100m and
200m breaststroke (behind Olympian Molly Renshaw) and second in the 50m breaststroke. She was
also part of the 4 x 100m Northampton Freestyle Relay team which came third and Medley Relay Team
which came second.
To date, this season, Ailsa has gained four qualification times for the English National Short Course
Championships in December.

Dance
Congratulations to the RSA Dance Company for securing a performance place for "Mass Movement 19".
The students were selected by a panel of dance experts to perform in the UDance festival at Curve
Theatre on January 27th 2019. The festival celebrates exceptional youth dance talent in Leicestershire
and Rutland so this is a fantastic achievement for our students. Tickets are available at the Curve Box
office so please come along and support the company.

RSA students receiving copies of their booklets from Neil O’Brien MP

A group of 15 Robert Smyth historians researched and launched a booklet to celebrate the
Leicestershire Forgotten Champions of the Suffrage Movement.
Devised by the Wigston Local Records office and supported by The Lottery Heritage funding the
beautifully produced booklet shares the student’s findings of the Leicestershire campaigners who
worked so hard to achieve equal voting rights.
Students visited the Local Records Office, the Houses of Parliament and the LSE Women’s Library where
they met local MP, Neil O’Brien and questioned him at length to discover more about how England
changed forever as women voted in a Parliamentary election for the first time 100 years ago.
The exhibition, which was attended by Mr O’Brien launched the booklet on the 100th anniversary of
the first vote and featured talks from a representative from the Lottery Heritage Fund, Jess Jenkins
from the Records Office and Dan Cleary, Principal at Robert Smyth. It applauded the achievements of
the students, who had worked so hard and contributed so well to the booklet.
Mr O’Brien said ‘It was fantastic to welcome the students to parliament earlier this year and to now
see the output of this project by visiting the Academy.
I know from speaking to them how hard they have worked on this, and it’s an excellent tribute to all
of those who have contributed towards universal suffrage.’
The Exhibition, ‘The Forgotten Champions of the Women’s Suffrage Movement in Leicestershire’ is
available to be viewed at the Public Records Office in Wigston until the end of January 2019.

Steve Davies
Humanities Teacher

Netball
Well done to the Year 11 netball team who qualified for the County Final following an excellent
performance at the tournament at Leicester Grammar where they remained unbeaten. In the final held
in Leicester they unfortunately lost to Loughborough High. However, they will participate in the regional
tournament in January and are still in the National Cup. The Year 9 and Sixth Form teams also put in
strong displays at recent tournaments.

Year 11 Netball team

Football
The Year 9 team unfortunately exited the County Cup, having won the area group, with a defeat at
Redmoor. They will still be competing in the South Leicestershire final against TECC in the New Year.
The girls’ futsal tournaments have taken place for Year 7, Years 8/9 and Years 10/11. In each case the
girls have been extremely competitive, with the Year 10/11 team only narrowly missing out on
progression to the next stage. The U18 boys’ team began their season with a comprehensive 4-1 win
over Groby. There will be some friendlies for all ages in the New Year so please look out for details
surrounding training.

Rugby
The Year 9 rugby team and the U18 rugby team are both into the county cup semi-finals after
Christmas, following excellent wins over Gartree and Ratcliffe respectively. The U18 team also had an
excellent run in the national competition where they reached the last 16 following recent wins in
Aylesbury and against Hinchingbrooke but ultimately fell short away to Hitchin. The Year 8 team secured
an excellent win at Leicester Grammar whilst the Year 7s have been showing excellent signs of
improvement and commitment despite defeats to Leicester Grammar and Welland Park. The U16 team
will also have their county plate quarter final in the New Year. All teams should look out for details of
training and fixtures in the New Year.
Twickenham
We ran an excellent trip to Twickenham to see England defeat Japan in the Autumn internationals –
thank you to all the students (and parents!) who attended this trip.
Basketball
Well done to the Year 9 basketball team who have been coached by Mitchel Adams and Ben Woodward.
Following an early defeat to CLCC they have remained unbeaten with impressive displays against
Welland Park and Lutterworth High in particular. The Year 8 squad have improved as the season has
progressed with the highlight of their four games being an excellent win over Lutterworth College. The
Year 7 tournament saw RSA perform extremely well and they come second in their area tournament.
The U18 league will start after Christmas.

Year 7 Basketball team

Badminton
The league fixtures will continue for all teams in the New Year. The U18 boys began with a 7-1 win
over Wyggeston and QE (Regent) whilst the KS3 team started with an 8-0 win over Lutterworth College.
Cross Country
Well done to the KS4 girls’ team, Beth, Lizzie and Sinead, who won the county relay cross country title
in December. Well done to the Year 7 boys’ team who finished second in their race (as a guest team)
despite only having two to run on the day!

New Year activities
Look out for the new club details (please follow our PE twitter) in the New Year and please ensure your
son/daughter asks their PE teacher or checks the PE board. There are fixtures in numerous sports
across the age groups.
Lock in
Letters for the 2019 Lock In (our 12th event) will be sent out after Christmas. This event will be for
Years 10-13 and is a 24 hour sponsored sports event. All students are welcome although students’
attitude and approach around the academy will be taken into consideration. The event runs from the
7th - 8th February. For more details please see a member of the PE department. If you are interested in
supporting the event in any way please contact Mr Scully.
Sports Leadership
Year 8 and Year 10 - letters for students to participate in the Level 1 and Level 2 qualification
respectively will be available in the New Year.
Year 9, 11 and 13 students will need to attend lunchtime sessions to complete booklet work and
assessment. For more details please see Mr Scully.
Primary School Events
Well done to all students who have led at the numerous primary school events hosted or held locally
this term – these events have included athletics, dodgeball, swimming gala, uni hoc, girls’ and boys’
football, sports ambassadors and cross country. Always check the boards for forthcoming events.
Trampolining
Well done to the students who participated in the recent East Midlands Schools Trampoline Finals.
The RSA trampoline team took part in the regional qualifier on Sunday 2nd December at Hinckley LC.
Maisie took Silver in the girls’ Elite and the Year 7-8 boys’ novice team won Gold. All now progress to
the next round in January. Well done to all 15 students who participated and Freya who came a
respectable fifth out of 48 in the Year 7-8 girls’ novice event.

Mike Scully
PE Department

It has been a very busy term in the music department with concerts, trips and competitions.
On Sunday 25th November the Jazz band took part in the regional festival of the National Concert Band
Festival at Nottingham High School. They performed two pieces to two adjudicators who marked them
on elements such as accuracy, ensemble and improvisation. The band performed brilliantly and were
awarded a prestigious Gold award. The adjudicators were especially impressed with the band’s
articulation and ensemble awareness, and a great piano solo by Year 13 student Taran Mann. The band
have now been invited to perform at the national festival which is to be held on Saturday 13th April
2019 at Manchester Royal Northern Academy of Music, alongside bands from several universities and
private schools.

The Jazz band were also invited to perform a concert at Market Harborough Theatre as part of their
members’ evening on Tuesday 4th December. There was a 1940's theme to the evening and the Jazz
Band performed classics from Gershwin to Miles Davies and Count Basie. The band were also joined by
Year 13 vocalist Ben Maclean and Year 10 vocalist Ellin Baldock who moved the audience with songs
such as ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ and ‘White Christmas’. Another highlight of the evening was a trumpet
solo ‘My Funny Valentine’ by Year 13 student Leo Harland. The concert was a great success and the
audience showed their appreciation by asking for two encores!

The Soul band have had an exciting term too when they were joined by music students from Tudor
Grange Academy Worcester on Monday 2nd December. The students at TGAW are looking to form their
own Soul Band in the New Year, so wanted to learn from our exceptional students. The day was spent
rehearsing together and learning music in sectionals, before recording several performances at the end
of the day. It was a brilliant day and our students learnt a lot from teaching music to other students.

KS3 and KS4 enjoyed a trip to the Royal Albert Hall in London to watch the Music for Youth School
Proms. Music for Youth is a festival that our students take part in each year, and the school proms
features the very best of musical ensembles from around the country. The concert featured a wide
variety of performances from classical orchestras to jazz bands and pop groups. The students were
very inspired by the high level of performance they watched in such an impressive venue, and were a
credit to the school.

The Robert Smyth Academy Christmas Concert was held on Tuesday
18th December. The concert was a sell out and the main hall was
totally packed with parents, teachers and friends who had come to
watch and support the students. The evening featured all of the
academies small ensembles which are run by our visiting peripatetic staff; the Brass ensemble, String
ensemble, Woodwind ensemble, Percussion ensemble, Sax ensemble and choirs who entertained the
audience with a mixture of Christmas, classical and popular music. It also featured the academies award
winning Jazz band, Junior band and Soul band.

There was a debut performance by the Mass Year 7 choir, with 70 Year 7 students standing together
on the stage to perform Flashlight by Jesse J. Other highlights of the evening were solos by Year 7
student Martha Cook, Year 8 student Freya Wingfield-Dobbs, Year 9 student Iris Singleton, Year 12
students Nancie Lawrence and Eleanor Stevenson and Year 13 student Ben Maclean. The students have
been working really hard all term in preparation for the concert and the standard on the evening was
very high. It was a brilliant way to end the autumn term.

Year 7 Choir

Lucy Wass
Head of Music

Biology Cloning
Students have been looking at growth and differentiation of cells. They investigated how to use sterile
conditions to clone species of cauliflower. They evaluated their equipment choices to enable them to
create a good clone, and went on to answer a GCSE question on mitosis and why it is possible to clone
plants in a school laboratory environment but not animal cells.

Indicators
Tutor group 7L1 have been testing solutions to see if they are acid and alkali. Students looked at
two types of indicators, universal indicator and red cabbage indicator, to see which one gave the
most accurate reading and why.

Kerry Esgate-Green
Science Teacher

At the end of each term the MFL teachers are asked to pick the most
deserving student in KS3 and KS4 to award them with ‘Linguist of the
Term’ award.
This term the awards go to………

Charlie James - positive attitude and hard work.
Tabitha Tooms - for getting 100% in her end of unit test and a grade 5 in writing and consistent
hard work in lessons.
Isabella Lopes - achieving an amazing grade 9 in mock exam and for consistent hard work in
lessons.
Ellie Farmer - brilliant focus and motivation to improve.
Jadan Thayaseelan - increased participation and great progress.
Ben Orton - for consistent hard work and focus.
Ellin Baldock - total commitment and lots of extra independent work completed.
Tom Greenaway - great work ethic and consistently positive attitude to learning.
Carys-Amber Wellicome - for achieving one grade above target in mock exams and for resilience
when faced with difficult language.

Well done to all the students for
their ongoing hard work.

Miss Mode
Teacher of MFL

Inspired at 6th

A great end to a busy term; the ladies in the Catering team got
behind the students and staff to support the National Christmas
Jumper day 2018. Wearing their most festive clothing, an
amazing £470 was raised.

The team have been busy promoting our autumn menu with
the soups proving ever popular made with fresh, local, seasonal
vegetables. Our autumn best sellers have been tomato and
basil, carrot and coriander, spiced sweet potato, roast pepper
and tomato.
Sara and the team would like to thank the students for their
positive, continued support.

6th Form Catering Team

Sixteen07

It was so good to be able to
serve so many of our
students a Christmas lunch
this year.

Christmas Lunch 2018

We have trialled a number of new style food concepts this term and have been thrilled with the positive
feedback on our ‘Street Food Concept’. Students have had the opportunity to try Pulled Pork Brioche,
Mac n Cheese, Fettuccine Alberto and Buttermilk Chicken with Sweet Potato fries.
Annette and the team would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
and look forward to serving even more new dishes next term.

Emma Spencer
Catering Manager

Autumn Term 2018
Friday 21st December 2018, Academy closes
Monday 24th December to Friday 4th January 2019, Christmas and New Year break

Spring Term 2019
Monday 7th January 2019, Academy opens to staff and students Week B
Friday 25th January 2019, Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day
(closed to students)
Friday 15th February 2019, Academy closes
Monday 18th to 22nd February 2019, Half term break
Monday 25th February 2019, Academy opens to staff and students
Friday 12th April 2019, Academy closes Easter break
Monday 3rd June 2019, RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Friday 28th June 2019, Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day (closed
to students)
Friday 12th July 2019, Academy closes

Autumn Term 2019
Friday 23rd August 2019, Year 12 Registration
Tuesday 27th August 2019, Academy opens to staff (Inset day)
Wednesday 28th August 2019, Academy opens to Year 7 & 10 students
Thursday 29th August 2019, Academy opens to all students
Friday 11th October 2019, Academy closes
Monday 14th to Friday 18th October 2019, Half Term break
Monday 21st October 2019, Academy opens to staff and students
Friday 15th November 2019, Academy Training Day (Students not in school)
Monday 18th November 2019, Academy Training Day (Students not in school)
Friday 20th December 2019, Academy closes at 1pm
Note: additional INSET days to be added

Dear Parent/Guardian/Student
Privacy Notice - Data Protection Act 1998
The Robert Smyth Academy is the Data Controller for the purposes of the Data Protection Act. We collect information about you and may
receive information about you from other educational establishments you have attended previously. Information may also be received from
the Learning Records Service. We hold this personal data and use it to:





support your teaching and learning;
monitor and report on your progress:
provide appropriate pastoral care, and
assess how well the Academy is doing.

This information includes your contact details, national curriculum assessment results, attendance information and personal characteristics
such as your ethnic group, special educational needs and any relevant medical information. If you are enrolling for post 14 qualifications we
will be provided with your unique learner number by the Learning Records Service and may also obtain from them details of any learning or
qualifications you have undertaken.
We will not give information about you to anyone outside the Academy without your consent unless the law and our rules permit it.
We are required by law to pass some of your information to the Local Authority (LA), the Department for Education (DfE) and the NHS
Vaccination Team.
If you want to see a copy of the information we hold and share about you then please contact the Data Manager.
If you require more information about how the LA and/or DfE store and use this data please go to the following websites:

http://www.leics.gov.uk/schoolsfpn and
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/ims/datamanagement/privacynotices/pupilsdata/
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/ims/datamanagement/privacynotices/pupilsdata/thirdpartyorgs/

If you are unable to access these websites, please contact the LA or the DfE as follows:
Mike Challands
Information and Data Team
Room G8
County Hall
Leicestershire
LE3 8RF
tel: 0116 305 6637

email: mike.challands@leics.gov.uk

Public Communications Unit
Department for Education
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT
website: www.education.gov.uk

email: info@education.gsi.gov.uk

tel: 0870 000 2288

Prospects - once you are aged 13 or over we are required to pass on certain information to Prospects. Prospects is the South Leicestershire
careers support service for all young people aged 13 to 19. We may provide both your name and address, and those of your parents together
with any further information relevant to Prospects services’ role. However, you can ask that no information beyond name and address be
passed to Prospects if you are over 16 years old. Your parents also have this right. Please inform the Data Manager if you wish to opt out of
this arrangement.

