E: office@robertsmyth.tgacademy.org.uk

T: 01858 440770

W: www.robertsmyth.tgacademy.org.uk

Dear Parent/Carer,
What a fantastic half term! I would like to begin this edition of Newscheck by
acknowledging the positive and mutually supportive learning environment that has
been created since August. This has been a shared endeavour on behalf of staff,
students and parents and the hallmarks have been everywhere and obviously visible.
The standards of punctuality and uniform have been consistently excellent and I
would like to acknowledge formally the superb impression that all our Sixth Form
students have made with their adherence to the new dress code; they have been an
inspiration to our whole community.
Since August, we have seen students enrol into a range of new year groups and beginning new
challenges, from our new students in Year 7 to our students beginning their GCSE studies and those
beginning the journey into Sixth Form. Each of these transition points reflect significant changes and I
am proud of the way that students have demonstrated kindness and compassion for one another during
this time. The feedback that I have had following multiple tours and our Open Evening has been that
the conduct of students has been a tribute to the relationships across the Academy. The contribution
that staff and students made to Open Evening was the most defining success and on that night we saw
over 500 people attend and experience a real passion for learning.
I would like to thank all members of staff for the way that they have embraced a shared agenda to
raise expectations and contribute to a structured environment. We now have a good active supervision
at break and lunchtimes. Teachers who are engaged in meeting and greeting students and all staff
working to get to know students so that they feel included and can achieve. We know that these
features of our learning environment will enable students to exceed their expectations.
I would like to use this opportunity to remind students and parents that the Academy rule regarding
mobile devices is very clear: if they are seen then they will be confiscated and will be available
for parental collection from main reception. Students do not have the right to use a mobile device
on the Academy site at any time and in the event of a refusal to comply with a request to hand over a
device that has been seen, this represents an act of defiance for which significant Academy sanctions
apply.
I hope that this message will provide clarity for all students and parents so that our expectations of
standards are understood. We are committed to preserving a safe and structured environment for
students to focus on learning without the constant interruption that emanates from access to devices.
In the event of a student needing to contact home during the day, they will be able to speak to a
member of staff at student services who will enable contact to be made from that office if it is necessary.
I would like to wish you all an enjoyable and relaxing half term break and look forward to another
successful term when we return on 22nd October.
With warm regards,

Daniel Cleary
Principal

Dates for your Diary
Monday 15th to Friday 19th October 2018, Half Term break
Monday 22nd October 2018, Academy opens (week A)
Friday 16th November 2018, RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Monday 19th November 2018, RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Sunday 2nd December, Jazz band taking part in the National Concert Band Festival
Tuesday 4th December, Jazz band play at a private gig at Market Harborough Theatre in the evening
Tuesday 18th December, Christmas Concert (all ensembles involved)
Friday 21st December 2018, Academy closes
Monday 24th December to Friday 4th January 2019, Christmas and New Year break
Monday 7th January 2019, Academy opens to staff and students
Friday 25th January 2019, Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day
(closed to students)
Monday 3rd June 2019, RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Friday 28th June 2019, Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day (closed
to students)

Please note
After half term all trip monies and other payments for more than £5 must be paid via ParentPay. Any
school equipment (e.g. stationery / sports equipment) payments or other payments under the value of
£5 can be made either via ParentPay or cash. Cheques will no longer be accepted.

Work Experience
Work Experience at the Curve Theatre Leicester
Curve Theatre in Leicester are able to take Year 10 students next year for work experience from Monday
1st to Friday 5th July 2019 which falls in line with our Academy work experience week.
This is an opportunity for students who are considering a future career in theatre. An example of work
during this week could include work in the Development & Communications Departments, Artistic
Department and Curve Young Company, Ticket Office, Ushering a Show, Hospitality/Café, Technical
Crew, Workshops and Events.
Students will be required to go through a competitive process to secure their work placement. This
includes completing an online application form. For further information and to apply online please visit:
www.curveonline.co.uk/about-us/careers/ or alternatively contact Emma Bee at the theatre on 0116
2423560.

Twickenham Trip 2018
On Saturday 17th November we are taking a trip to Twickenham to watch England v Japan - tickets
including travel are £36 - letters are available from Mr Scully.

Staff and students at Robert Smyth Academy are celebrating after a record number of families visited
the school during their annual Open Evening last week.
More than 500 local families came to the event to learn more about the school prior to choosing a
secondary school for their Year 6 children.
During the evening students visited different faculties where they were able to participate in activities
including printing their name on a bag, laser cutting, turning water into wine, meeting an historic king
and discovering their family tree, as well as sampling the food in 1607, the academy canteen and
listening to the new Principal, Mr Dan Cleary’s presentations.
Visitors also had the opportunity to win a luxury hamper which included chocolates, prosecco, and a
voucher for a local restaurant as well as a £10 book voucher kindly donated by Sainsbury’s in Market
Harborough.
One family said ‘It was a very informative evening. We were given a warm welcome by three Year 7
students who gave us a tour of the school. Staff were all very friendly and gave interesting information
to help us with our choice of secondary school. My daughter loved the interactive sessions and tasting
the delicious food in the school restaurant.’
Principal Mr Dan Cleary said, ‘We have been overwhelmed by the interest shown from local
communities. This evening we have welcomed families from Market Harborough, Kibworth,
Desborough, Clipston and from further afield which demonstrates the level of excitement about the
future of the Academy. We are delighted to have been able to showcase fantastic teaching
demonstrations, student tours and many guests were particularly excited by the incredible facilities and
significant developments made to the site over the summer. We are grateful that Tudor Grange
Academies Trust have invested £800,000 to developing the site and we have big plans to come!’

It only feels like two minutes ago when students were arriving at the Academy for the first time, or into
a new year, and here it is already, half term!
On behalf of the Local Governing Body (LGB) may I add a belated welcome to the Academy. Our
shared wish is that students enjoy their time at RSA and that this time is fruitful and productive.
It may be necessary to explain what LGBs are, what they do and who the LGB members are. These
details can be found on the RSA website – type ‘Governance’ into the search box and the details will
appear.
From those details may I draw attention to that section that may be of the most interest to parents and
carers and then a summary of the LGB’s current focus. Together these provide a sense of what the
LGB is and what it does.

Academies work best when the relationships between its stakeholders (students, their parents
and carers, staff, the MATB and the LGB) are based on trust and openness. This trust comes
with systems of reporting, particularly from the Academy to the LGB, knowledgeable governors
who understand what is being done and meetings with others where the Academy’s strategic
direction, policy decisions and the development of educational practice can be discussed.
Openness means, for example, that details of examination results are reviewed, policies intended
to improve behaviours for learning are considered and key indicators such as attendance,
exclusion data and financial reports are scrutinised. These comments emphasise that the LGB
is an important central point of contact for many others - including parents – which is why parentgovernors are so important.
THE LGB’S CURRENT FOCUS: RSA’s long-term planning, fully supported by TGAT with expert and
specialised staff and appropriate levels of resourcing to improve the physical conditions for
teaching and learning, seeks to develop an outstanding academy for Market Harborough and the
surrounding area. These plans are based on a shared vision, a critical evaluation of existing
work, seeking to ensure that student welfare and safety are of the highest standard and that all
provision is appropriately resourced. Improvement planning is intended to build between the
outcomes of that evaluation and where RSA wishes to be. The LGB has contributed to the
evaluation, agreed the vision and the subsequent planning.

Finally, the LGB is always interested in hearing from parents and carers who wish to know more about
the LGB. Please do get in touch using the contact details provided on the website.
At the moment the LGB has one vacancy for a governor – if you think that this may be of interest to
you we would be especially pleased to hear from you!

Thank you

Dr Paul Machon
Chair of the LGB

Performing Arts
Congratulations to Tyler Adam and Evie Douglas. Tyler was offered a scholarship to the prestigious
Laine Theatre Arts School in Epsom and will receive three years of training in professional Dance and
Musical Theatre. Evie has begun her training at Addict Dance and will be studying a two year full time
course in dance.
The RSA Dance Company has recruited new members from Years 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and Sixth Form ready
to prepare for our annual audition for the national Youth Dance platform ‘Mass Movement’. The success
of RSA Dance Company over the years has secured performances at Curve Theatre and we are excited
to be auditioning for this performance again. If successful we will be performing at Curve Theatre in
January 2019.

Sport
Congratulations to Charlie Poole (Sixth Form) and Harriet Oxley (Year 8) who both did fantastically well
at a recent inter-counties swimming event. Oliver Oxley (Year 7) was also selected and swam for the
Leicestershire team. Charlie was the Leicestershire captain and performed well taking two seconds off
his 100m back and 100m butterfly times. Ailsa McDonald (Year 12) also swam well in this event for
Northamptonshire.

Charlie & Harriet

Oliver & Harriet

Well done to Millie Van Nierop who had a trial for Loughborough Lightning U19 Netball Academy and
succeeded in making the team, she recently captained the Under 15 Loughborough Lightning School
Games Squad where they gained fifth position with some great performances.
Millie also travelled to Norwich with her Dad to compete in the National 10 Mile Time Trial for juniors
on her bike. Here she knocked two minutes off her previous personal best and is now sixth U15 Girl at
this distance in the country.

SCHOOL GAMES MARK 2017/18
We are delighted to announce that Robert Smyth Academy have achieved the School Games Mark
Silver Award for the 2017/18 academic year. The School Games Mark is a Government led award
scheme launched in 2012, facilitated by the Youth Sport Trust to reward schools for their commitment
to the development of competition across their school and into the community and we are delighted to
have been recognised for our success.
With over 500 young people competing in local inter-school competitions this year, we are extremely
proud of our pupils for their dedication to all aspects of school sport, including those young volunteers,
leaders and officials who make our competitions possible. As part of our application, we were asked to
fulfil criteria in the areas of participation, competition, workforce and clubs and we are pleased that the
hard work of everyone at our Academy has been rewarded this year.
A special thanks to all the athletes and sports leaders who have helped over the course of the year; we
look forward to applying once again in 2019!

Sports round up
Over the past half term we have had over 40 fixtures against different schools in county and national
competitions with lots of excellent performances both individually and as teams. The football and netball
group stages have been completed with the majority of teams finishing in the top two in their group.
We have also played a number of rugby friendlies across the age groups this term and our U18 team
remain in the national competition, with many county cup fixtures and friendlies to take place after half
term. In addition there will also be the U18 football fixtures, futsal, basketball for all year groups,
badminton, table tennis and swimming amongst other activities.

If you are interested in any activity please contact a member of PE.

Results
Football
Year 7 v Welland Park Academy – Won 3-2
Lutterworth High School – Won 4-0
Year 8 v Lutterworth High School – Drew 3-3
Year 9 v Welland Park Academy – Won 3-0
Lutterworth High School – Won 9-0
Year 11 v Welland Park Academy - Won 6-1
Lutterworth High School – Drew 2-2

Unfortunately our Year 10 team lost to Welland Park Academy and Countesthorpe Leysland Community
College but the effort and attitude of the team has been excellent. Well done to the Year 9s who topped
the group, the Year 11s and Year 7s played well to finish second in their groups.

Year 7 football team sponsored by Steffans Jewellers

Year 10 football team

Netball
Year 9 v Welland Park Academy – Won 30-20,
Countesthorpe Leysland Community College – Won 22-0,
Lutterworth High School (home) – Won 31-22
Lutterworth High School (away) – Won 26-9
Year 10 v Welland Park Academy – Won 30-7
Countesthorpe Leysland Community College Won 47-0
Lutterworth High School – Won 38-27
Year 11 v Welland Park Academy – Won 58-2
Countesthorpe Leysland Community College – Won 50-2
Year 7 v Countesthorpe Leysland Community College – Drew 3-3
Year 8 v Countesthorpe Leysland Community College – Won 10-0

Year 10 netball team – sponsored by Reiker

Year 11 netball team

Year 9 netball team – sponsored
by Reiker

Well done to all the netball teams who have had at least three fixtures each. There have been lots of
excellent performances and well done to the Year 9s and 11s who won their group. The year 10s
narrowly lost out by a couple of goals.

Rugby
This half term has seen friendlies for all years (except 7) and national competition action for the U18s
who progressed at a school in Bedford last week following a late try to secure a 31-31 draw and a
passage through to the next round on tries scored.

Year 10 and 11 rugby team
Cross country
A great start in the first two secondary schools cross country league with competitors from Robert
Smyth academy participating from Year 7 to Year 11.
The first race at Charnwood College saw William Ronald win the Year 7 boys in his first race and
continued his great performance at Longfield with second. Will Coleman improved his position from
24th and with great determination hit the top twenty with a 19th in the second race. Year 7 girls
Alisha Panter 20th and 33rd and Chloe Gooden 39th and 45th showed a very positive start to the league
in their first two races.
Results were very impressive and consistent in the Inter girls with Lizzie Clapp fourth and Beth
Wallis 10th in both races. The second race at Longfield saw Year 8 girls Thea Richards 34th and Zoe
Morgan Williams 42nd begin their season as junior girls competing against Year 9. A fantastic start to
all students.
Well done to every student who has attended training or has represented the academy.
Anyone wishing to compete at the cross country including the cross country relay please contact Mrs
Edwards ASAP.
Sports Leadership
Sports Leadership courses will be completing booklet work over the next half term; students on current
courses (Years 9, 11 and 13) should see Mr Scully for details about sessions. Students in Years 8, 10
and 12 who would like to undertake a course need to see Mr Scully ASAP. There are a number of
primary activities after half term where we would like leaders to assist so please look out for details on
the PE board or ask at the PE office.

Thank you
The academy PE Faculty would like to thank companies who have supported the purchase of new
academy kits for teams. We are always looking to upgrade and improve our kits so if you are interested
in sponsoring a team for a particular sport please contact Mr Scully - this can include summer sports
such as cricket shirts or athletics vests, as well as the winter sports.
Many thanks to:
Rieker - set of dresses currently worn by the Year 9 and 10 academy netball teams.
Welcomm Communications - new Sixth Form rugby shirts.
Market Harborough Building Society - new set of Sixth Form football team shirts.
Steffans Jewellers - new set of football shirts worn by Year 7 and Year 9 in fixtures.

Mike Scully
PE Department

Soul Patrol
Soul Patrol are well known in Market Harborough and the surrounding villages and often perform at
private parties and events. Due to several members of the band being in Year 13 and leaving the school
we had some openings for new members this year. Auditions were held in September and the level of
talent shown was amazing, although this made our job very difficult in choosing the new members of
the band. The successful students were Year 10 students Ellin Baldock (vocals) and Ed Clay (sax), Year
11 students Alfie Hilton (vocals) and Dearbhla Tankard (vocals), Year 12 student Dominic Williams
(guitar) and Year 9 student Sam Benson (piano) who is the youngest student ever to get into the band.
The band with their new line up had their first performance at the Open Evening and everyone thought
they were fantastic. They are now working on learning a new set list for future bookings.

Soul Patrol new line up
Mass Year 7 Choir
This year for the first time ever we have formed a mass Year 7 choir who will be performing at our
Christmas concert in December. Every Year 7 student has been learning the song to be performed in
their curriculum music lessons, and they will be standing, 130 students strong, on the Robert Smyth
Academy stage in December to perform. This is the first time such a large group of students will have
performed together and it looks to be an exciting event. Parents will be invited to watch the concert
and tickets will be available nearer the time.
Dates for your diary:
Sunday 2nd December - Jazz band will be taking part in the National Concert Band Festival
Tuesday 4th December - Jazz band are playing at a private gig at Market Harborough Theatre in the
evening
Tuesday 18th December - Christmas Concert (all ensembles involved)

Lucy Wass
Head of Music

Ticket price includes return coach travel to Birmingham
Departing RSA at 9.00 am and leaving Birmingham at 4.30pm expected arrival at RSA 6.00 pm
Luxury Christmas Hamper raffle tickets available on coach
Payment can be made via ParentPay, cash or cheque made payable to ‘Parents’ Association Robert Smyth Academy’
Students can collect tickets from Student Services

Autumn Term 2018
Friday 12th October 2018, Academy closes
Monday 15th to Friday 19th October 2018, Half Term break
Monday 22nd October 2018, Academy opens to staff and students
Friday 16th November 2018, RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Monday 19th November 2018, RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Friday 21st December 2018, Academy closes
Monday 24th December to Friday 4th January 2019, Christmas and New Year break

Spring Term 2019
Monday 7th January 2019, Academy opens to staff and students
Friday 25th January 2019, Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day
(closed to students)
Friday 15th February 2019, Academy closes
Monday 18th to 22nd February 2019, Half term break
Monday 25th February 2019, Academy opens to staff and students
Friday 12th April 2019, Academy closes Easter break
Monday 3rd June 2019, RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Friday 28th June 2019, Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day (closed
to students)

Dear Parent/Guardian/Student
Privacy Notice - Data Protection Act 1998
The Robert Smyth Academy is the Data Controller for the purposes of the Data Protection Act. We collect information about you and may
receive information about you from other educational establishments you have attended previously. Information may also be received from
the Learning Records Service. We hold this personal data and use it to:





support your teaching and learning;
monitor and report on your progress:
provide appropriate pastoral care, and
assess how well the Academy is doing.

This information includes your contact details, national curriculum assessment results, attendance information and personal characteristics
such as your ethnic group, special educational needs and any relevant medical information. If you are enrolling for post 14 qualifications we
will be provided with your unique learner number by the Learning Records Service and may also obtain from them details of any learning or
qualifications you have undertaken.
We will not give information about you to anyone outside the Academy without your consent unless the law and our rules permit it.
We are required by law to pass some of your information to the Local Authority (LA), the Department for Education (DfE) and the NHS
Vaccination Team.
If you want to see a copy of the information we hold and share about you then please contact the Data Manager.
If you require more information about how the LA and/or DfE store and use this data please go to the following websites:

http://www.leics.gov.uk/schoolsfpn and
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/ims/datamanagement/privacynotices/pupilsdata/
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/ims/datamanagement/privacynotices/pupilsdata/thirdpartyorgs/

If you are unable to access these websites, please contact the LA or the DfE as follows:
Mike Challands
Information and Data Team
Room G8
County Hall
Leicestershire
LE3 8RF
tel: 0116 305 6637

email: mike.challands@leics.gov.uk

Public Communications Unit
Department for Education
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT
website: www.education.gov.uk

email: info@education.gsi.gov.uk

tel: 0870 000 2288

Prospects - once you are aged 13 or over we are required to pass on certain information to Prospects. Prospects is the South Leicestershire
careers support service for all young people aged 13 to 19. We may provide both your name and address, and those of your parents together
with any further information relevant to Prospects services’ role. However, you can ask that no information beyond name and address be
passed to Prospects if you are over 16 years old. Your parents also have this right. Please inform the Data Manager if you wish to opt out of
this arrangement.

