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Dear Parents/Carers,
This month is very busy as we approach the official GCSE period. I wish all our Year 11 and 13 students
the very best in their forthcoming exams. I am sure their hard work and dedication to their studies will
be rewarded.
Our Year 7, 8 and 10 students will also be sitting their end of year assessments this month. There is a
real sense of pride from the students in their work – recognised by recent visitors to the Academy –
that suggests these assessments will be a positive reflection of this year’s hard work.
As you will see from the articles in this month’s Newscheck, there are a number of opportunities
available to students of all ages. I always encourage students to take every opportunity to develop as
a whole child and the breadth of extracurricular activities at this Academy is something of which I am
extremely proud. It is also something employers and universities are keen to see alongside academic
progress.
We held our first Parents’ Association event at the end of last month, which was a huge success and I
would like to take this opportunity to thank not only those who arranged the fish and chip quiz evening
but all those who attended and supported the event, helping to raise money for the Academy. I very
much look forward to the next one.
Letters have gone home with students regarding the election of a new Parent Governor. Our governors
play a key role in the life of the Academy. I hope that you will take this opportunity to become more
involved in the Academy at large and our work in raising the aspirations of our students and staff.
This month sees the end of my time as acting Principal. The Academy’s new Principal, Mr Daniel Cleary,
joins us after the May half term. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support
during my time as Principal. I am proud of the Academy’s achievements in recent years and I look
forward to the next stage of its development.

With warm regards,

Richard Taylor
Acting Principal

Dates for your Diary
Monday 4th June 2018,

Vacancy
We currently have a vacancy for a

Training Day (closed to students)

Parent Governor. It would be

Monday 25th June 2018,

fantastic to see some of you on

Training Day (closed to students)

the Robert Smyth Governing

Friday 13th July 2018,

Body.

Academy closes at 12.45pm

Payments
When paying the Academy by cheque for trips, books, tickets, etc. please note that they need to be
made payable to TUDOR GRANGE ACADEMIES TRUST. Thank you.

Mhairi Thornton
Student Services

Mandarin
Mandarin HSK1 and HSK2 exams
If you are currently studying Mandarin and would like to be entered for the exam, please note that the date of
the test will the 10th June.
The registration deadline is 14th May 2018.
In order to enter, you will need to register via the Confucius Institute website;
http://www.dmu.ac.uk/about-dmu/confucius-institute/chinese-proficiency-tests.aspx
Letters have been given out in the lessons, please see Miss Mode if you haven’t had one.

Christelle Mode
Modern Foreign Languages

Vacancies
We currently have the following vacancies; Head of English, Teacher of Science (Biology), Teacher of Computer
Science. Please see our website or email us at ARead@robertsmyth.tgacademy.org.uk if you would like more
information.

Prom 2018
Year 11 Prom tickets are now available to buy, please see Mrs Osborne.

A man who worked both in the UK and the States was once asked what the major cultural difference was between
them in his experience. His answer was that in the UK, we want to catch someone doing the wrong thing – whereas
in the US, it was just the reverse: they wanted to catch people doing the right thing.
Without compromising the importance of standards in discipline at school, we have actively sought to readdress
the balance a little by celebrating some of the many good things which our students have done. There is a twitter
feed for just this purpose - @RSA_Celebrate – which features some of the good news stories from the academy.
Recent ‘top tweets’ have covered five areas which stress the vitality of the students at Robert Smyth, where our
motto of Respect, Succeed, Aspire (RSA) has been brilliantly borne out.

Respect has been wonderfully demonstrated by the recent work which our in-house Charity team (CAIRS) has
been doing in supporting local foodbanks, with a fabulous response from the whole school, allied to a great effort
in imperfect conditions for Sport Relief.

Succeed has been the hallmark in a number of areas recently, with our KS3 students excelling in both their
volcano projects in Geography just before Easter and a thrilling ‘Fab Fruit Friday’ presentation by one tutor group.

Aspire has also been a theme, with individual athletic and sporting achievements alongside Soul Patrol
performing at the Youth Sports Trust Awards, which received a very large number of twitter hits.

Do look at the twitter page for more information – more examples of us catching our students doing the right
thing!

Mr Davies & Mr Tucker
College Champions

KS3
The English faculty plan to take some Year 9 (current Year 8) students to
Nottingham next year, to watch the acclaimed version of Macbeth by the
Royal Shakespeare Company. Letters will go home about this trip in the autumn term.

Year 7 has started a lunchtime book club, under teacher supervision, where they can discuss their current
favourites - The Diary of a Wimpy Kid is getting great reviews!

KS4
The' Poetry Live' event in Nottingham was a huge success. Poetry Live, is a series of annual events in venues
across the UK where poets perform their poetry to English school children to prepare for their poetry GCSE exams.
50 students from Robert Smyth had the opportunity to see and hear from some of the poets on their course and
gain a better understanding of their meaning.
Our debating team is going from strength to strength and at the beginning of May we came second in a South
Leicestershire debating competition which was hosted at Gartree School in Oadby.
We meet every Tuesday lunchtime in the Library classroom and try to keep our debates focused on issues arising
in the news, both globally and nationally. Many of our current debaters are off to university this year and several
of them who have had interviews have been asked about some of the contentious issues they have been debating!
All students from Year 10 and upwards are welcome.

As part of a whole department intervention programme, the English team have been delivering targeted
intervention for Year 11 GCSE students this term. Each week, a group of students are assigned an English teacher
who will extend and develop their knowledge of a particular strand of the exam. We currently have four members
of the English team who work as examiners for AQA and they have been able to share their experience and
knowledge in these sessions. We plan to carry on right up to exam leave and hope that the students will all benefit
from the bespoke sessions we are delivering. It has been a really positive experience and we will certainly replicate
this next year for our current Year 10.

KS5
In November, Literature students from both Year 12 and 13 enjoyed a day conference held at Warwick University.
The focus of the conference was paper one of the Literature syllabus which is centred around texts exploring the
theme of love. It was a valuable day as students were able to gain advice about the examination and develop their
understanding of the texts and their contexts.

February saw a small number of Year 12 students brave an icy Oxford to attend an English open day. We attended
a lecture and talks about the application process, visited a college and gained an insight in to studying at the
university by talking to current students. We hope that this will encourage our students to apply to top class
universities next year.
Last term, our Year 13 Literature and Language students worked hard to complete their independent
coursework assignments. Well done to all of our students for the high quality of work produced. We wish you well
in your examinations this summer.

Helen Hackett
English Department

Lock in
The Lock sponsorship money deadline has now passed - any outstanding payments need to be paid ASAP.
Sports Leadership
Well done to the Sports Leaders who have been involved in the planning or delivery of numerous events this term
- including the inclusive football event, primary boccia, quicksticks, TAG rugby, squash and the Sport Relief Mile.
The deadline for Level two and three qualification booklets for sports leadership for Years 11 and 13 is May 9th.
Please see Mr Scully for more details.
There are numerous summer events for students to be involved with as part of their leadership courses this year
- please see Mr Scully or Mr Grundy for more details. Events include primary school sports days, Year 1 and 2 multi
skills and the annual mini Olympics.
Summer clubs
Please make sure you check the PE board and in the PE office for details about athletics, cricket, tennis and
rounders clubs and fixtures.
GCSE PE and A Level PE practical moderation
Moderation for Year 11 and Year 13 students undertaking either GCSE PE or A Level PE will take place in April good luck to all students involved.
Sports Fixtures
Well done to all the students who have represented the Academy this half term. High points have included the KS4
girls and boys volleyball teams winning the area competition and progressing through to the County finals at
Loughborough University (alongside our boccia team), and the KS3 and KS4 trampolining teams winning the area
rounds. Unfortunately the U18 rugby team exited the County competition at the semi-final stage but the Year 7
team put in a good display at the County event in Loughborough. The U13s and U18s also competed at the rugby
7s at Leicester Grammar, whilst we have also had the KS3 swimming gala and KS3 football against Manor alongside
Year 7 girls’ football, amongst other fixtures. Unfortunately as you can imagine some games had to be cancelled
due to the recent weather conditions!
There will be more details in our next sports newsletter and we are looking forward to athletics, cricket, tennis and
rounders for all years.
Discover your Gold Programme
Are you in Years 10 - 13 and have a passion for sport, the desire to represent at an Olympic or Paralympic Games
and the drive to train to be the best in the world? If you are interested in the UK Sport “Discover Your Gold
Programme” please see Mr Scully for more details.
Similarly Mr Scully would like to speak to any student who has ambitions of reaching the elite level in their own
sport.
Sport Relief Mile
Well done to all the students and staff who participated in the Sport Relief Mile before Easter - the fancy dress
outfits were excellent.
Primary school netball tournament and TAG rugby tournament.
Well done to the Sports Leaders who officiated the recent primary school tournament and the TAG tournament at
MHRFC.

Mike Scully
PE Department

Soul Band perform at Music for Youth
On Saturday 10th March Soul Patrol took part in Music for Youths Regional Festival at the MAC, Birmingham. Music
for Youth is a national youth arts charity working to provide young people aged 21 and under across the UK with
free, life-changing performance and progression opportunities. The Soul Band attended the Rock, Pop and Urban
music festival, and were able to watch other pop and rock groups from across the midlands. The band performed
“Hard to Handle”, “We are Family” and “Crazy in Love”. The adjudicators were thoroughly impressed and
commented on the bands excellent bass and drum foundations, funky horn section and engaging vocalists. We are
now waiting to hear if the band got through to the National festival which will be held at Birmingham’s Symphony
Hall in July.

National Concert Band Festival
The Jazz band had a busy Easter, as they also attended the finals of the National Concert Band Festival, which was
held at the Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester. The group played three pieces in front of an audience
and judges, and were awarded a Gold award. The judges were especially impressed with a trumpet solo by Year
12 student Josh Watson, as well as the improvisational sections played by our drummer Lyle Burton.

The trip was particularly inspiring as the students not only got to see what The Royal College of Music is like, but
hear impressive performances from other schools across the country.

Jazz Band play at the Curve theatre
Back in February, I was approached by Leicestershire Music Hub and the Curve Theatre to see if our Jazz band
would like to be part of a show that they were putting on with their Curve Young Company. The band jumped at
the chance and got to work rehearsing. The show was set in a night club in the 1940's and told the story of the
last night of freedom for the 8th Army’s new recruits before they were sent off to war the next day.

The jazz band were set on a bandstand at the centre of the theatre, and provided the music for the young company
to dance and sing along to. They played classic numbers such as “In the Mood”, “Pennsylvania 6-500”, “A String
of Pearls” and “Don't Sit under the Apple Tree”.

The band went down a storm and got some incredible feedback from the audience and staff working on the show.
It was a brilliant opportunity for the students to not only experience playing in a show, but working in a professional
theatre, and we hope to carry on the link with the Curve in the future. Well done to all of the students involved;
Alice Riches, Rebecca Alder, Felicity Bohannon, Kim Jeffs, Ava Hubbard, Holly Barnett, Josh Watson, Leo Harland,
Oli McGinnes, David Shuttleworth, Ella Barney, Elinor Hix, Neta Ruder, Charlie Hilton, Elliot Baker, Charles
Witcombe, Lyle Burton, Charles Cleary-Mcharg.

Lucy Wass
Music Department

Three of our Year 12 students recently received fantastic feedback for their roles in support of a ‘good old times’
tea dance organised by Harborough District Council. Here is an extract of the report from Rachel Edwards of
Harborough District Council:

I just wanted to drop you a message about the three young leaders (Year 12 Sixth Form
students Charlotte Ellis, Bihui Wu and Sian Pyne) who supported our tea dance on Thursday
29th March 2018 for 62 people.
The three young ladies got stuck in as soon as they arrived. They helped with decorating the
hall and setting up the tables. Throughout the whole event, the leaders demonstrated
professionalism. They engaged with the participants, helped with jobs such as making tea and
ensuring food stocks were topped up. They didn’t need to be asked to do something, they took
the initiative and just got on with things. At the end, they were wonderful in helping pack away
tables, chairs and ensuring the church remained tidy and safe.
I can’t thank them enough for their help. Without them, we wouldn’t have been able to do it.
HFM commented on how wonderful they were. The other volunteer staff members said that
the leaders showed true team work and commitment to the event.

Please pass on my sincere thanks. They were a credit to themselves and to the Academy.

Silver Practice: White Peak, Derbyshire
Two teams comprising year 10 and 11 students braved a heavy nights rain for what, for some, was their first night
under canvas. An enforced lie in (till 7.30am!) allowed the rain to clear and both teams found their way in good
time through the myriad of dry stone walls around Bakewell and over Stanton Moor. The girls had time for a short
unplanned walk in the woods but this didn’t stop Nancie Lawrence from multitasking with her laminated French
phrase sheets tucked under the map. A thankfully drier night in Winster was followed by a sunny finish in the
doubly thankful village of Bradbourne. A really good effort by everyone but particularly well done to Jamie Dowle
and Finlay Smith who stepped up straight to Silver. Their qualifying expedition is due to take place in October.

Bronze practice: Leicestershire/Rutland
Three teams of spritely Year 10 students started out in the mighty Welland Valley near Harringworth. After much
adjusting of rucksacks they set off realising that it wasn’t going to get any more comfortable. Camp was at Wing
Hall. Reds were first in – well done to Bea Spencer for surprising herself in coping so well. Whilst most were tucking
into their carb-packed creations the last in camp were the Greens. Far from being downbeat they rolled into camp
in chipper fashion with smiles on faces, apparently enjoying taking their time and enjoying their brush with nature.
Well done to Sarah Tomlin who pushed herself forward into the role of Navigator and did admirably.
All the groups were complimented by teachers from another school for their early starts and organisation with
good team work and lots of helping hands. Finishing at Launde Abbey, a little later than planned the ‘Lost valley’
tested a couple of groups. Good determination from everyone, Holly Godden especially. Loads of useful lessons
learned for the Qualifying expedition in May.

Preparations are being finalised for the Gold expedition in June which will see seven teams of Year 12’s and 13’s
heading off for the Yorkshire dales for their four day expedition during enrichment week. For some, this will be the
culmination of over 18 months of hard work.

Duke of Edinburgh facts;
Did you know?
There were 19 Bronze, eight Silver and 29 Gold new registrations in 2017 - 2018
12 are working towards completing their Gold in Year 13. There are 68 in total.
Numerous others have been completing awards from last year. To date 24; comprising 13 Bronze, eight Silver and
three at Gold level.
We are planning to invite registrations for Bronze and Silver awards from Years 9 and 10 respectively from next
year to leave Year 11 free for focus on exams. Watch this space.....
Bormio '18
During the first week of the Easter break 46 students from Years eight, 11 and 12 experienced six days of doorstep
skiing in the Alta Valtellina region of the Italian Alps. Staying at 2000m the ample snow allowed skiing from top to
bottom (known as Peak to Creek by the locals - in Italian obviously!) All made good progress, especially the
beginners who all made it up to 3000m.

It was especially good to see the students recognising each others efforts and achievements through the daily
awards. A great time was had by all and all the staff agreed that the students had been a credit to the Academy.
Well done everyone!

Preliminary enquiries are being made regarding the next trip.

Martin Cripwell

Friday 20th April 2018 saw the Robert Smyth Parents’ Association hold its first Fish and Chip Quiz Night in the 1607
canteen.
To the sound of prosecco corks popping, 15 teams battled their way through eight rounds of questions and the
all-important picture and logo rounds. The host for the evening was one of the Academy’s College Leaders Kate
Nicholson, supported by our Head Boy Harry Stevens and Sadie Pollard.

Delicious Fish and Chips were served at the start of the quiz, with tables providing their own refreshments and
nibbles. The end of the evening saw the winning team collect their prizes and trophy, the team was made up of
parents, and a member of staff, College Leader Lorna Kirk.

A superb raffle ended the fun evening, with grateful donations from Joules, Waitrose, Coop, The Parents’
Association members, Parents and staff here at the Academy.
Many thanks to all involved in the evening and those that took part. Look out for more events coming soon!

Robert Smyth Academy Parents’ Association

Summer Term 2018
Monday 7th May, May Day (Bank Holiday)
Monday 28th May to Friday 1st June, Mid-term break
Monday 4th June, Training Day (closed to students)
Monday 25th June, Trust Training Day (closed to students)
Friday 13th July, 12.45pm, Academy closes

Autumn Term 2018
Friday 24th August 2018, Year 12 Registration
Tuesday 28th August 2018, Academy opens to staff (Inset day)
Wednesday 29th August 2018, Academy opens to Year 7 & 10 students
Thursday 30th August 2018, Academy opens to all Years
Thursday 13th September 2018, (provisional date) Presentation Evening
Thursday 27th September 2018, (provisional date) Open Evening
Friday 12th October 2018, Academy closes
Monday 15th to Friday 19th October 2018, Half Term break
Friday 21st December 2018, Academy closes
Monday 24th December to Friday 4th January 2019, Christmas and New Year break

Spring Term 2019
Monday 7th January 2019, Academy opens to staff and students
Friday 15th February 2019, Academy closes
Monday 18th to 22nd February 2019, Half term break
Monday 25th February 2019, Academy opens to staff and students
Friday 12th April 2019, Academy closes Easter break

Sixth form students make excellent library volunteers

Two of our Year 13 students have been volunteering with the libraries service on a social
media project. Amy McArragher and Lauren Gray have been involved with the library in Market
Harborough for the last few months and they’ve been ‘amazing’ according to Helen Murray,
the outreach worker. Helen hopes their example will inspire other Sixth Form students to sign
up to help with this year’s summer reading challenge. “If we get people half as good as them
I’ll be delighted,” said Helen.

From the library’s advertisement for volunteers: “This summer Market Harborough

Library has a fantastic volunteering opportunity available for students aged 16 and
over. Every year we have young people to assist with the running of our Summer
Reading Challenge for primary school children. This gives students a great chance
to gain work experience, learn new skills and work with children. It can be used
towards the Duke of Edinburgh or Arts Mark awards and students will get a written
certificate recording their achievements”.

Students who are interested, or want to find out more should get in touch by phone or email
stating what they think they would bring to the role and why they wish to volunteer. We have
had some wonderful volunteers from the Robert Smyth Academy in the past, and I look
forward to meeting more of your students this summer.

To volunteer at Market Harborough Library please contact Helen Murray on
0116 305 3627 or email helen.murray@leics.gov.uk

Dear Parent/Guardian/Student
Privacy Notice - Data Protection Act 1998
The Robert Smyth Academy is the Data Controller for the purposes of the Data Protection Act. We collect information about you and may
receive information about you from other educational establishments you have attended previously. Information may also be received from
the Learning Records Service. We hold this personal data and use it to:





support your teaching and learning;
monitor and report on your progress:
provide appropriate pastoral care, and
assess how well the Academy is doing.

This information includes your contact details, national curriculum assessment results, attendance information and personal characteristics
such as your ethnic group, special educational needs and any relevant medical information. If you are enrolling for post 14 qualifications we
will be provided with your unique learner number by the Learning Records Service and may also obtain from them details of any learning or
qualifications you have undertaken.
We will not give information about you to anyone outside the Academy without your consent unless the law and our rules permit it.
We are required by law to pass some of your information to the Local Authority (LA), the Department for Education (DfE) and the NHS
Vaccination Team.
If you want to see a copy of the information we hold and share about you then please contact the Data Manager.
If you require more information about how the LA and/or DfE store and use this data please go to the following websites:

http://www.leics.gov.uk/schoolsfpn and
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/ims/datamanagement/privacynotices/pupilsdata/
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/ims/datamanagement/privacynotices/pupilsdata/thirdpartyorgs/

If you are unable to access these websites, please contact the LA or the DfE as follows:
Mike Challands
Information and Data Team
Room G8
County Hall
Leicestershire
LE3 8RF
tel: 0116 305 6637

email: mike.challands@leics.gov.uk

Public Communications Unit
Department for Education
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT
website: www.education.gov.uk

email: info@education.gsi.gov.uk

tel: 0870 000 2288

Prospects - once you are aged 13 or over we are required to pass on certain information to Prospects. Prospects is the South Leicestershire
careers support service for all young people aged 13 to 19. We may provide both your name and address, and those of your parents together
with any further information relevant to Prospects services’ role. However, you can ask that no information beyond name and address be
passed to Prospects if you are over 16 years old. Your parents also have this right. Please inform the Data Manager if you wish to opt out of
this arrangement.

