
ENGLISH

You will begin Year 11 by completing your study of the GCSE set texts for English Literature. 
Through J.B. Priestley’s Edwardian drama, An Inspector Calls, you’ll evaluate the success of the 
playwright’s message about collective responsibility, and analyse dramatic techniques such as 
the use of stage directions, props and lighting. By debating the actions of the characters, you will 
engage with the central themes of the text, forming opinions that will help you to develop your 
analytical writing. 

VOCABULARY: 
Hypocrisy, ideology,  dramatic irony, archetype, mic
rocosm

An Inspector Calls
Year 11 Autumn Term

Introduction 
to the GCSE 
component

Overview of 
the text

RSA Values in Practice: Respect. The play is a call to show 
respect, and you will explore ideas about how much 
responsibility we should take for ourselves and each other in 
society. 

Reading and 
writing about 

the text

Interim 
Assessment

Assessment 
Preparation

Literature 
Paper 2 Trial 

Exam

How will you 
be assessed 
on this text?

What 
influenced 

Priestley when 
he was writing 

the play?

What are the 
key events in 

the plot?

How do you write 
effectively about 

the text?

How is Mr Birling 
constructed to 

represent the older 
generation of 

Edwardian men?

How does Eric Birling 
change throughout 

the play? 

How and why does 
Sheila Birling change 

throughout the 
play?

How can you use 
your feedback to 

improve?

How is Gerald Croft 
an ambiguous figure?

Who or what 
is the 

Inspector?

How is Mrs  Birling 
constructed to 

represent upper 
class Edwardian 

values?

What do we need to 
remember about plot, 

characters and/or themes 
in the text, and how to 

write about them?

How can 
you use 

your 
feedback 

to 
improve?

CAREER LINKS
Family Support 

Worker – Member 
of Parliament


