
A Level Drama & Theatre Year 12 Handbook and Summer Tasks 
Instructions  
 

The response to the tasks must be completed and handed in on your first timetabled drama lesson. 

There are two tasks to complete plus a reading list which may be of interest but isn’t compulsory. If you 
have any questions or issues, please email: 

afenton@robertsmyth.tgacademy.org.uk 

 

Resources, Equipment and Reading List 

 A lot of drama lessons will combine practical and theoretical study. For that reason, you should be ready 
to work actively and physically. Your sixth form dress code will often be too restrictive. 

 Be ready to change into the following:  

• Loose fitting trousers, joggers or shorts OR dance or gym leggings  

• A plain black PE t-shirt or your PE t-shirt.  

• Soft shoes, jazz shoes or clean pumps/trainers (otherwise expect to be in your socks). 

 You will require the following equipment 

• Three ring binders – One for component 1, one  for 2 and the other for Component 3. 

 • Dividers: To include dividers for each Text, and then within these one for: assessed work, notes, 
classwork section, revision and research  

• Lined paper  

• Pens and drawing pencils. 

 • A basic math's kit for creating accurate ground plans. 

 • Copies of your set texts 

Core Knowledge and understanding 
Whether you have studied this subject before, there are elements of core knowledge and understanding 
that you must have prior to starting the A Level Course. A student who is working at grade C or above is a 
student who has embraced the necessity of independent learning. This reading list is a guide to some of 
the key texts; both plays and drama theory as well as key websites that will expand your understanding. 
You will be expected to always be reading something and allowing yourself to make comparisons and 
get ideas from what you read. 
Texts marked with an asterisk (*) are deemed classic, seminal, essential, or at least highly 
recommended reading 
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Task 1: Reading 

You MUST read at least: The Book of Dust – La Belle Sauvage Philip Pullman adapted by Bryony Lavery 
(Nick Hearn) and ONE other play on the list. Texts marked with an asterisk (*) are deemed classic, 
seminal, essential, or at least highly recommended reading. Write a review about your initial thoughts on 
the plays. No longer than 500 words each. 

Task 2:  Theatre practitioner or theatre company research 

Knowledge and understanding of drama practitioners underpin the whole course. You will need to 
choose your own practitioners as you do in GCSE and apply them to the practical and theoretical work in 
all three components.  

Choose one practitioner from list A and another practitioner or company from list B  

List A List B 
Stanislavski 
Brecht 
Artaud 

Steven Berkoff 
Frantic Assembly 
Forced Entertainment 

 

Use a variety of sources to complete these sections 

1: Write a biography of the person, company or individuals in the company. 

2: Investigate the social, historical, cultural and political context that their work existed or exists in. 

List A List B 
Social: what society was like at the time.  
 
Historical: what major events shaped the age 
 
Cultural: what artistic, cultural, literary, and 
theatrical trends were prevalent 
 
Political: the government or politics of the time 
 

Social: What is society like, what are the cultural 
concerns or themes shaping their work?  
 
Historical: What recent world events may be 
shaping their work?  
 
Cultural: Current trends 
  
Political: The political landscape that has shaped 
their work 

3: Conventions of their theatrical style or genre (what methods did they use in their performances) 

4: Productions of their work – how has their work been received? Find reviews and accounts. 

5: What other practitioner influenced them and who was influenced in turn by their work. 

6: Rehearsal techniques, devising methods and exercises they use. 

Present your findings as an A3 poster. It should have clear headings and include relevant pictures, 
imagery, text and keywords. Be Creative! 



Useful websites:  

Practitioners – Essential Drama 

http://essentialdrama.com/practitioners/

