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Your Personal Statement



Why have you chosen this subject?
• Establish your passion for the subject. 

• Are you knowledgeable about your subject’s recent developments?

• Have you read any relevant books?

• Is your choice part of a career plan?



What did you learn from work experience?
• Many courses/subjects require work experience. 

• What did you learn from the experience
• about the subject?

• about yourself?

• Give examples



What skills do you have?
• What skills do you have that are relevant to your chosen course / 

university study?

• How can you illustrate these skills – examples of how you 
developed/demonstrated these skills are important. 



Are you a responsible adult?

• Can you demonstrate that you are independent, trustworthy and able 
to contribute to your community (either in school or out of school)?

• Again, examples are vital.



What are your interests and achievements?

• Managing extra-curricular activities is a useful indicator of your ability 
to cope with a demanding workload. 

• Where possible, link these to your chosen course – how are the skills 
developed relevant/transferable?



Structure
• You could go for 50% your subject and 50% you and what you have to offer

• Or a more structured approach:
• Paragraph 1: Your passion for the subject, the aspects you’re interested in and 

why

• Paragraph 2: How have you shown this passion and interest?

• Paragraphs 3 and 4: Work experience placements and relevant activities at 
school

• Paragraph 5: Interests and activities out of school – are you reliable, 
hardworking?

• Paragraph 6: What you hope to get from university and what you can offer. A 
memorable closing comment is recommended. 



Tips
• Never start your Personal Statement with ‘I have always been 

interested in …’ or similar

• Be honest!  You may be asked questions about your Personal 
Statement at university interviews.

• Be enthusiastic and analytical about yourself (don’t just describe)

• Admissions Tutors are looking for the following
• Intellectual ability

• Motivation

• Commitment

• A willingness to contribute to university life.



Length

• 47 lines

• 4000 characters

• Online personal statement checkers are available


