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The Course
The course has been designed to:
• Concentrate and develop the topics and skills you want to: 

– Project themes can be tailored to personal interests very easily.
– Students create textile design under the art and design 

specification, which includes fashion design, textile art, costume 
design or interior design. 

• Give you a variety of new skills in techniques such as: fabric 
manipulation, heating and burning, felt making, printing, etc. 
Also, to enhance existing skills such as embroidery and garment 
construction, amongst many others.

• Reward hard-working students, as entries are made into 
external competitions each year.

• Give students the opportunity to work with visiting artists 
and to prepare for the next stage of their education, such as 
Foundation in Art Course or fashion degree.

• Give students regular feedback and assessment in the form of tutorials.

Course content and assessment
Two components of work will be produced over the two-year course.

Year 12
Skill development: A “portfolio” of work, made up of several small 
projects. This will include a summer project, skill development 
workshops and a project to put all the skills into practice. Component 
1 will begin before the end of year 12.

Year 13
Component 1: The “Personal Investigation” gives students the 
opportunity to investigate and respond in-depth to a topic of their 
personal choice.

Component 2: An exam project set by the exam board, with a final 
piece is produced under exam conditions.

Your work will be assessed with four objectives, which assess 
your ability to: 
• Develop ideas through sustained investigations.
• Experiment with materials, media and techniques.
• Record observations and insights into thoughts and ideas.
• Demonstrate critical and analytical understanding, review 

and refine work and support practical work with the correct 
use of language.

• Present a personal project, which is informed and meaningful.

This enjoyable but demanding course gives students a broad 
variety of opportunities and prepares you for the next stage in 
creative education.

The Programme
The One Year Sixth programme offers a good package  
for many students:

Students will follow a package of vocational courses which will be 
based on a BTEC first course in travel and tourism. This creates a 
balanced and interesting practical curriculum which will enhance 
the students’ portfolio of qualifications as well as allowing the 
students to improve their skills for the progression route they 
choose. It combines many aspects of business in the vocational 
context of Travel and Tourism. 

Retake course in GCSE maths, if required. Retake course in GCSE 
English, if required.

Guidance and support is provided towards a tailored route for 
progression. Work experience is planned in a related vocational 
area. There is residential field work to gather information and 
practical learning in required areas.

Typical reasons why students have joined the One Year Sixth 
programme in recent years:
• “I just missed out on joining A Level courses. I hope to gain 

more GCSE points this year and go on to A Level at RSA next 
year.”

• “I just did not feel ready to make the jump to A Level. One 
more year will make a big difference to me as a student.”

• “I like the idea of the main courses and I need to retake maths 
and English. I intend to go to college next year.”

• “I have a reasonable set of grades but I don’t know exactly 
what to do. This extra year can help me to clarify what I want to 
do in the future and can help get me the extra grades to make 
it happen.”

For more information speak to one of the team who run  
the course:

Textile Design  
A Level 
Board: AQA, Specification 7204  
(GCE Art & Design Textile Option)

Contact Miss A Pott apott@robertsmyth.tgacademy.org.uk 

One Year Sixth 
Programme

For contacts see below

Mr P Sullivan, Programme Coordinator  
psullivan@robertsmyth.tgacademy.org.uk 

Miss M Cordwent  
mcordwent@robertsmyth.tgacademy.org.uk

RS Y7 Prospectus 2019 v15.indd   36 30/08/2019   12:17


