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Dear Parent/Carer

As the academic year ends it is my privilege to be able to thank those members
of staff who will leave our team this summer as they pursue new opportunities.
We wish the following members of staff well in their new pursuits and every
possible success in the future:

Stuart Morton – Head of English
Jessica Ball – Teacher of Art
Helen Kenworthy – Head of Art & Design
Jeff Lehman – Teacher of ICT
Julie Tansey – Acting Head of Science
Tanya Willis – Teacher of Humanities
Jacqui Wesselby – Teacher of Politics
Adele Abbott – Teacher of MFL
James Milson – PA Apprentice
Tilly Higgs – PE Apprentice
Julia Sweeney - MFL
Phil Pope - MFL
We are grateful for the significant contribution that Richard Taylor has made to Robert Smyth Academy
in the four years that he has been in post: three as Vice Principal and one as Acting Principal. His work
in improving results and teaching and learning were pivotal in leading the school forward which
culminated in the 'Good' Ofsted inspection of September 2017. He will be leaving the Academy in August
2018 and we wish him all the very best in his future career.

I am also delighted to welcome new colleagues to our teaching team for the new academic year and
look forward to them being made to feel welcome by students, parents and new colleagues.

Daniel Page – Head of Art
Daniel Waterfield – Teacher of Science
Tristan Sheaf – Teacher of History
Danielle Paterson – Teacher of English
Brett Markham – Teacher of Business
Mariam Laher – Teacher of Art
Laura McLeod – Teacher of Humanities

I would characterise this term as having been particularly outward facing. I have thoroughly enjoyed
experiencing the wider curriculum through observing sports leaders, attending our summer concert and
meeting new students coming into Year 7 and 10. We have welcomed hundreds of students and parents
into the Academy during induction events which have been highly positive and in keeping with the
significant interest for school places in August 2019. In addition, we have seen fabulous trips to
Yorkshire, the Houses of Parliament and the Netherlands take place alongside Duke of Edinburgh
expeditions and even an incredible adventure to Borneo currently underway.

I have personally enjoyed getting to know students and talking with them about Enrichment Week,
work experience and their plans for the summer which, for many, included joining the national
celebrations once the FIFA World Cup had been won by England of course; this part of the diary has
now been liberated. We have had excellent sporting successes of our own with students involved in
regional, national and international competitions in a range of disciplines and we are joined by students
competing at national standard in dance, kickboxing and gymnastics in the coming year, which will add
to the diversity of our talents as an Academy. I think that the important point here is that every student
has a gift within them which we want to inspire and develop through their experience of school, and
this will be a continued focus.

My final message to all students and parents before the summer break is to stress the importance of
preparation for the coming year. Students must ensure that the appropriate uniform and dress codes
are adhered to preventing any lost learning time. It is also important that students are well equipped
and ready to adapt to a new two-week timetable, a split lunch arrangement and a greater focus on
routines to establish a climate of focus and excellence. I have had a fantastic introduction to the
Academy but I am not complacent; I finish this year utterly committed to delivering an outstanding
education for the talented, articulate and hardworking students that I have started to get to know.
They are a credit to you and our Academy and my aspirations for them are limitless.

With warm regards,

Daniel Cleary
Principal

Robert Smyth Academy are delighted to announce they will begin a summer of improvements at the
school, with Tudor Grange Academies Trust investing more than £750,000 during the summer and
throughout the next academic year.
Robert Smyth Academy joined the Tudor Grange family in 2017, and since then they have invested
heavily in the school and plan to continue to make improvements for the next five years.
The work to be carried out this summer will include making the site more secure with the installation
of automated gates, a new disabled ramp, and dedicated access and a new student services and
medical area to give students their own reception.
Classrooms and departments will be refurbished and relocated with brand new audio-visual equipment
installed in all rooms and a new next generation Aruba Wi-Fi network installed across the entire school.
There will be a new training room and reprographics room created, corridors and offices will be
refurbished and the historic William Bragg building will be brought back to life with a specialist treatment
of the stonework and repointing of the brickwork.
Operations Manager for the Trust Mr Steve Groutage said, “At Tudor Grange Academies Trust we
understand how important the learning environment is for students seeking to realise their true
potential. We work with leading architects and designers to develop long term site masterplans for each
of our academies. This summer will mark the second year of our investment programme at Robert
Smyth Academy and we cannot wait to unveil the developments to our students and staff when they
return from their holidays at the end of the summer break.”
RSA Principal Mr Daniel Cleary said, “We are delighted with this incredible uplift to our Academy site
over the summer months. These changes will be to the benefit of students and staff who will experience
an enhanced learning environment. This is another great example of the way in which we have worked
as part of Tudor Grange Academies Trust to give children in Market Harborough the best possible deal
from their education. My thanks go to Steve Groutage and Vicky McNair who have been so vital in
moving this forward.”

Dates for your Diary
Friday 13th July 2018,
Academy closes at 12.45pm
Tuesday 28th August 2018,
RSA Inset day (closed to students)
Thursday 13th September 2018,
Presentation Evening
Monday 24th September 2018,
Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day (closed to students)
Thursday 27th September 2018,
Open Evening
Friday 16th November 2018,
RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Monday 19th November 2018,
RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Friday 25th January 2019,
Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day (closed to students)
Monday 3rd June 2019,
RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Friday 28th June 2019,
Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day (closed to students)

Apprenticeships
Shape Hairstyles have vacancies for apprenticeships in hairdressing in their salon in Market Harborough.
Applicants should have a happy disposition and want to work hard, accepting instruction readily. They
are connected to Leicester College and a training program with regular assessments is in place.
Please get in touch with Linda Porter on 07580078941 for more information or to arrange an interview.
Cedar Business Solutions Ltd are looking to recruit an Apprentice Accountant to join their growing team.
The role would ideally suit a school leaver who is interested in starting a career in accountancy and
who is eager to learn. The role is based in Kibworth, but there may be times when travel off site is
required. The candidate will work a 37.5 hour week and the role will involve processing sale and
purchase invoices and posting bank transactions. Full training will be provided so no experience is
necessary. We expect the successful candidate to study for the AAT qualification; this will be funded
by the company and day release for college will be given as appropriate. To apply, please email your
C.V. to alison@cedarbusinesssolutions.co.uk

Information
If you are paying the Academy by cheque, please make sure it is payable to ‘TUDOR GRANGE
ACADEMIES TRUST’. Please write the student’s name, tutor group (if known) and the name of the
trip the payment is for on the reverse of the cheque. Thank you.

The end of this academic year sees the close of the first year of the ‘new’ Local Governing Body.
Perhaps after August we won’t be able to describe ourselves as ‘new’ again!
The Local Governing Body (LGB) is responsible for the strategic overview of staffing, finance, premises,
curriculum and future planning of the Robert Smyth Academy. In addition, it has statutory oversight
of health and safety, safeguarding and related matters in the Academy. The LGB works closely with the
Academy’s Leadership Team: the Principal is a governor, as are two staff members elected by their
colleagues. Other governors represent local interests (called community governors) and some are the
parents of students at Robert Smyth Academy (parent governors). We are pleased to have recently
been joined by two new governors.
2017-2018 has been a busy year as Robert Smyth Academy developed into a Tudor Grange Academy
Trust (TGAT) academy. Governance links with TGAT are important and the LGB works with executive
officers from the Trust, reciprocally; something ‘distinctively RSA’ has been brought to how TGAT works.
Finally, the Chairman of the LGB is a member of the Trust Board which has oversight of all of the Trust’s
schools.
The LGB is always interested to hear from those with an interest in RSA. In turn the LGB will use
Newscheck to inform readers of the more important and interesting work of the LGB.

Some of our Year 12 A level textile design students have teamed up with the Market Harborough Oxfam
bookshop to produce some outstanding pieces of art work to raise money for the charity.
The idea came from the manager of the shop, Dawn, who thought that items in an unsellable state
could be recycled creatively to interest passers-by. Over thirty pieces of artwork have been fashioned
for the display by four students over a period of ten weeks. Students manipulated old maps and books
with a ‘Vintage’ theme and took inspiration from social and cultural events from the sixties and
seventies.
The students involved were: Charlie, Maya, Grace and Brooke who all worked incredibly well as a team
to produce the artwork and to install the scene in the shop window, under the guidance of their
teachers, Andria Pott and Jessica Ball.

Shop manager Dawn Nichols said “People are constantly photographing the window and coming to look
at the shop display. It has attracted a lot of attention. Most of the artwork on display is for sale, so
anyone purchasing the artwork will be helping to raise extra funds for Oxfam.”

Andria Pott
Teacher of Textiles

Sixteen07
The students and staff fully embraced our ‘2018 World Cup Menu’.
The menu was much talked about along with the all-important daily
update of results logged carefully on our Football Scoresheet. Huge
congratulations to the students who tried the new dishes for the first
time: it was so good to hear your feedback and that you truly
enjoyed the experience. Due to the positive feedback received we
have decided to feature them on our new September lunch menus.

6th Form
We would like to thank you for taking part in our recent Customer Satisfaction Survey; it was very
encouraging to hear all your views and comments. One of the suggestions was to introduce a luxury
sandwich in the ‘Meal Deal’ range. We are thrilled to showcase the new ‘Posh Nosh Meal Deal’ with
choices of British Ham Hock and West Country Cheese, British Chicken with Smoked Beechwood Bacon
or West Country Mature Cheddar Ploughmans. The new
range is proving very popular and compliments our ‘No Fuss’
option.

Thank you also on the feedback regarding our lunch vegetarian specials, the homemade coleslaw and
spinach pesto being much talked about!
We look forward to sampling a new vegetarian breakfast option and very much welcome your
comments.

Emma Spencer and the Catering Team

Some of our students recently visited their local MP Neil O’Brien in Parliament as part of their project
on the Suffragette’s movement. As part of the visit, students had a full tour of the Palace of
Westminster, which included entry into both the Commons and Lords debate chamber as well as the
Royal Gallery and Queen’s robing room. This was then followed by a question and answer session with
Neil O’Brien MP in one of the committee rooms in the Palace.
Neil O’Brien said, “It was brilliant to meet the students in Parliament and hear more about their
Suffragette’s project which sounded incredibly interesting and also timely. The pupils I spoke to said
they thoroughly enjoyed their tour and learnt a great deal about the Palace itself and its wider
democratic functions. This was definitely reflected in the excellent questions they asked during the Q&A
session and I look forward to meeting the students again soon to hear more about their work.”

Daniel Cleary, Principal, said, “The feedback I had from the students after their visit was fantastic – I
could feel the inspiration in their responses. I’m grateful to Neil O’Brien MP for taking the time to meet
the students, sharing his experiences and answering their questions. The students have worked
incredibly hard on the project and it was extremely fitting that they were able to go to the home of our
democracy and share their own experiences with their local MP.”

Rounders and Tennis
Well done to all the students who have played in the recent fixtures, which have included three rounders
tournaments and friendlies vs Welland Park, and tennis fixtures against Leicester Grammar, Welland
Park and Rushey Mead.
Athletics
Well done to the students who qualified for the County Sports in June (a total of 21 athletes from
Robert Smyth Academy) and to the girls’ teams that attended the recent regional track and field cup
competitions. This followed the successful Year 10 team winning the area sports in May.
Sports Awards
The Robert Smyth Academy PE faculty hosted their annual sports awards recently with around 200
guests in attendance. Over 50 awards were presented to students across all years and across several
sports undertaken by us this year (football, netball, rugby, trampolining, volleyball, swimming,
basketball, tennis, cricket, athletics, badminton and rounders). The staff in charge of each team
delivered short speeches about individuals and results. Sports Leadership qualifications were also
presented at the event. Congratulations to all the winners of our awards.

Thank you to the University of Leicester, Market Harborough Rugby Club and Harborough Netball Camp
for their sponsorship of our awards. Thank you to MDH Teamwear and Trophies for organising the
awards.

Sports Leadership
Well done to the students who have completed their Level 2 or Level 3
qualification in Sports Leadership. This half term has seen several very
successful events either held at RSA or supported by RSA leaders. We have
hosted our annual mini Olympics and multi skills festivals, with over 750
primary school children attending in total across the three events. In
addition, leaders supported the primary area athletics, and have assisted at
a number of local primary school sports days.

Cricket Results
There have been several very enjoyable cricket fixtures
throughout June across all age groups. Following their two
wins in the area group the U12 team secured a hard fought
win over Beauchamp College in a friendly, with the U13s
maintaining their good form with wins over Leicester Grammar
U14 B team and Gartree, where we won with one ball to spare.
Unfortunately, the U15 and U19 teams could not complete an
unbeaten month, with the U19 team losing in the county cup
semi-final away at QE, and the U15 team losing out to
Kibworth.

Sponsorship
We are extremely grateful to Rieker who have very kindly agreed to sponsor a new set of netball
dresses for next season. Rieker's support is very much appreciated. We are still looking for sponsors
for next season. If you are interested in supporting the PE faculty sports teams and would like to discuss
potential options please do not hesitate to contact Mr Scully.
Sports Teams
Thank you to all students who have represented the Academy sports teams this year or acted as a
sports leader. Your support has been very much appreciated. We hope you have a restful summer.

Mike Scully
PE Department

A level Textile design students from Robert Smyth Academy have won awards from The Embroiderers’
Guild in Market Harborough.
Students produced beautiful and intricate textile designs and artwork, creating everything from neonembroidered dresses to landscape wall-hangings.
They sought inspiration from a wide variety of places such as plastic pollution in the sea, historical
family experiences, or even the buildings of London.
Textile design student Phoebe Killworth, representing the students, gave a talk about her own projects
exploring the movement of dance and the effects of social media on young minds. Emelia Johnson, a
former student of Robert Smyth and a special guest, displayed her most recent work about her current
fashion studies at University. Both were an inspiration to the large group of very enthusiastic people.
The quality of the artwork and designs was astounding; the crowd were incredibly impressed with the
students' skill, bold ideas and experimentation with unusual media.
Judges looked for the use of decorative stitch for the awards and the skilful winners were: Lizzy
Robertson first, Tina Foskett second and Amelia Gilbert third.

The Embroiderers’ Guild Market Harborough and Robert Smyth Academy are incredibly proud of the
young, talented and hard-working students; these are talented future designers with a great future
ahead of them.

Andria Pott
Teacher of Textiles

Soul Band perform at ‘RidgeFest’
Soul Patrol were approached by FORA (Friends of Ridgeway Academy) and asked to perform at their
fundraising event ‘RidgeFest’ this month. The band had a great time performing the classic Soul Patrol
hits such as ‘Respect’, ‘Son of a Preacher Man’ and ‘I Wish’. The band were also joined by ex-student
Molly Sykes who played the trumpet. The sun was shining, the audience had a great time, and Soul
Patrol went down a storm.

Summer Concert
The annual music department Summer Concert was held in the Robert Smyth Academy Hall on 27th
June. It showcased pieces from the Jazz Band, Junior Band, Flute Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble,
Sax Ensemble, String Ensemble and Soul Band that the students have been working on throughout the
year. There were also brilliant solos from Year 13 student Adam, Year 12 student Charlie Hilton and
Year 11 student India Evans. One of the stars of the evening was Year 8 student Charlie Atkinson, who
stepped up hours before the concert began to offer to play a solo to cover for another student who
was ill. All of the performances went down incredibly well with the audience, who were thoroughly
impressed at the level of talent on display.

Music Tour
From the 4th-8th July, 35 music students embarked on a tour to The Netherlands. The group stayed
in the seaside resort of Noordwijk, which is about an hour outside of Amsterdam. During the trip, the
Jazz Band, Soul Band and choir performed in three concerts, to a really appreciative audience. The first
concert was at De Efterling Theme park, where the bands performed in the centre of the park on a
band stand. It was a lovely sunny day and they attracted a big audience. The second concert was in
Noordwijk itself, in a square in front of the dunes. It was a very windy day and the music and stands
kept flying away and falling over, but the students managed to carry on and perform to their usual high
standard. The concert highlight for the bands was their final concert at an 'English Festival' being held
in Zandvoort, where the groups performed outside of the town hall surrounded by British cars, food
and drink. They attracted a large crowd who all danced and clapped along, and the band have even
been invited back to perform in the headline slot at the festival next year.

As well as the concerts, the students enjoyed a visit to Amsterdam where they visited Ann Franks House
and learnt about the city on a tour on a canal boat. The students found Ann Frank’s house to be very
moving and eye-opening. They also spent the day at De Efterling Theme Park where they enjoyed
going on the park rides. We visited Zaanse Shans Windmill Village where we got to explore traditional
windmills which still made cheese, oil, paint and wood. The hotel was only a two minute walk from the
beach so most evenings were spend on the beach playing games and paddling in the sea. The students
were so polite and well behaved and a real credit to the academy. Miss Wass was especially impressed
with the Year 7 and 8 students who had not been on a music tour before, but got stuck in and helped
out in setting up and moving equipment for the concerts. The Music Department go on a tour every
year, so if you have an interest in music, look out for our tour next year!

Lucy Wass
Head of Music

Visiting this month was David Tebbutt and his wife. David attended Robert Smyth Academy
between 1953 and 1960. David was the fourth Tebbutt (his father being the first) to attend the school
and his uncle Leonard Derrick Tebbutt appears as L.D. Tebbutt on the Second World War Memorial
plaque in the Bragg Hall.
L.D. Tebbutt was an Air Mechanic on HMS Glorious, an aircraft carrier sunk in June 1940 during the
Norway campaign with a huge loss of life. At that stage of the war the loss of such an important ship
was considered a risk to the country’s morale and news of the sinking was suppressed. This news
management became an issue in its own right, not least because Nazi Germany broadcast the news
first. Leonard’s family heard of their son’s loss well after the event. L.D.Tebbutt is commemorated on
the Royal Navy memorial at Solent-on-Sea; his body
was never found.

Thank you to Neil O’Brien, MP for Harborough, Oadby and Wigston who recently visited the academy
for a tour of the school, and meeting with new Principal Dan Cleary to discuss future investment plans.
During the visit, he was taken on a tour led by students, as well as taking part in a question and answer
session. This was followed by a discussion on the future plans of the Academy, including recent news
of a £750k investment in the Academy by Tudor Grange Academies Trust.
Neil O’Brien MP said, “I really
enjoyed my visit to Robert Smyth
Academy; the student led tour
was excellent. They asked a
number of highly topical and
relevant questions during the
Q&A session which was also very
encouraging. There is a really
positive atmosphere at Robert
Smyth and this will only be
further
enhanced
by
the
forthcoming investment into the
premises, which is very welcome
news.”

Summer Term 2018
Friday 13th July, 12.45pm, Academy closes

Autumn Term 2018
Friday 24th August 2018, Year 12 Registration
Tuesday 28th August 2018, Academy opens to staff (Inset day)
Wednesday 29th August 2018, Academy opens to Year 7 & 10 students
Thursday 30th August 2018, Academy opens to all Years
Thursday 13th September 2018, Presentation Evening
Thursday 27th September 2018, Open Evening
Friday 12th October 2018, Academy closes
Monday 15th to Friday 19th October 2018, Half Term break
Friday 16th November 2018, RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Monday 19th November 2018, RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Friday 21st December 2018, Academy closes
Monday 24th December to Friday 4th January 2019, Christmas and New Year break

Spring Term 2019
Monday 7th January 2019, Academy opens to staff and students
Friday 25th January 2019, Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day
(closed to students)
Friday 15th February 2019, Academy closes
Monday 18th to 22nd February 2019, Half term break
Monday 25th February 2019, Academy opens to staff and students
Friday 12th April 2019, Academy closes Easter break
Monday 3rd June 2019, RSA Inset Day (closed to students)
Friday 28th June 2019, Standardisation, Moderation and Assessment Day, Trust Inset Day (closed
to students)

Dear Parent/Guardian/Student
Privacy Notice - Data Protection Act 1998
The Robert Smyth Academy is the Data Controller for the purposes of the Data Protection Act. We collect information about you and may
receive information about you from other educational establishments you have attended previously. Information may also be received from
the Learning Records Service. We hold this personal data and use it to:





support your teaching and learning;
monitor and report on your progress:
provide appropriate pastoral care, and
assess how well the Academy is doing.

This information includes your contact details, national curriculum assessment results, attendance information and personal characteristics
such as your ethnic group, special educational needs and any relevant medical information. If you are enrolling for post 14 qualifications we
will be provided with your unique learner number by the Learning Records Service and may also obtain from them details of any learning or
qualifications you have undertaken.
We will not give information about you to anyone outside the Academy without your consent unless the law and our rules permit it.
We are required by law to pass some of your information to the Local Authority (LA), the Department for Education (DfE) and the NHS
Vaccination Team.
If you want to see a copy of the information we hold and share about you then please contact the Data Manager.
If you require more information about how the LA and/or DfE store and use this data please go to the following websites:

http://www.leics.gov.uk/schoolsfpn and
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/ims/datamanagement/privacynotices/pupilsdata/
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/ims/datamanagement/privacynotices/pupilsdata/thirdpartyorgs/

If you are unable to access these websites, please contact the LA or the DfE as follows:
Mike Challands
Information and Data Team
Room G8
County Hall
Leicestershire
LE3 8RF
tel: 0116 305 6637

email: mike.challands@leics.gov.uk

Public Communications Unit
Department for Education
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT
website: www.education.gov.uk

email: info@education.gsi.gov.uk

tel: 0870 000 2288

Prospects - once you are aged 13 or over we are required to pass on certain information to Prospects. Prospects is the South Leicestershire
careers support service for all young people aged 13 to 19. We may provide both your name and address, and those of your parents together
with any further information relevant to Prospects services’ role. However, you can ask that no information beyond name and address be
passed to Prospects if you are over 16 years old. Your parents also have this right. Please inform the Data Manager if you wish to opt out of
this arrangement.

