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Dear Parent/Carers,
I am delighted to write to you as the newly appointed Principal of Robert Smyth
Academy. I would like to thank Richard Taylor for his work as Acting Principal
and members of the Local Governing Body and Senior Leadership Team for their
openness to working with me in anticipation of my start date. I have had good
opportunities to learn about the Academy and I begin my role full of enthusiasm,
excitement and confidence at what the future will hold for students.
My focus for the next six weeks will be centred on people. My intention will be to meet students,
members of staff and parents and to build knowledge of the strengths and talents in our community.
Students can expect to see me at the gates, on corridors, in lessons and at break times. I will be a
force of expectation and encouragement and most of all I will be keen to get to know the interests,
aspirations and needs of the students. I hope to meet many of you through the extra-curricular calendar
and it will be valuable for me to gain your perspective on your experience of Academy life, so please
accept this as an informal invitation to come over and say hello.
I took the decision to visit the Academy for two days in early May and I was impressed by the
interactions that I had with students and staff. I was also pleased with the plans for the development
of the site over the coming summer months ready for a new start in August. There is no doubt that the
Academy has been a major beneficiary of the support from Tudor Grange Academies Trust and we will
embrace our role as part of this family of schools imbued with clarity, passion and belief. These core
values will guide our expectations for raising standards and students will be at the heart of everything
that we do. Students can expect to benefit from a refreshed site in August that will enhance their
learning environment. I will continue to work with the Trust to maximise opportunities so that students
get an excellent deal from their time at the Academy.
The Academy was fortunate to be able to participate in a Trust review recently, which has highlighted
a growth in outstanding teaching practice since the judgement from OfSTED before Christmas that saw
the Academy graded as “Good”. I will not waste any time in continuing that journey of improvement
and as part of my preparation I have worked with the Senior Leadership Team on our INSET day which
was on Monday 4th June to build on the strengths of our teaching team and to build a culture where
teachers learn from each other in a way that is developmental rather than judgemental, with the needs
of students at the core of their practice. This day saw the start of the Academy begining a trajectory
towards becoming something that is even more student centred and academically special.
This is an exciting time for Robert Smyth Academy and I look forward to meeting you in the coming
weeks and months.

With warm regards,

Daniel Cleary
Principal

Dates for your Diary
Monday 25th June 2018,
Training Day (closed to students)
Monday 25th June 2018,
Sports Award Evening
Wednesday 27th June 2018,
Summer Concert at 7.15pm (doors open at 6.45pm)
Friday 6th July 2018,
Year 11 Prom
Thursday 12th July 2018,
Sports Day
Friday 13th July 2018,
Academy closes at 12.45pm

Work Experience
Year 10 Work Experience – 2nd to 6th July 2018
For those students taking part in Work Experience in July, you should have now either received your
Work Experience Agreement or should be receiving it shortly.
This document should be signed by the employer, your parent/guardian and yourself before being
returned to Miss Cambridge in the Main Office.

The Work Experience Team

Sports Day
Make sure you look out for notices in June about Sports Day.

Sports Awards
Please note these are taking place on Monday 25th June at the Robert Smyth Academy (training day).
Invites to come out ASAP.

Mike Scully
PE Department
Head of KS3 Science

Sports Leadership
The students who are on Sports Leadership courses or who are interested in Sports Leadership need
to see Mr Scully or Mr Grundy regarding signing up for summer events. There are a number of events
taking place including Mini Tennis (5th June), Year 1 and 2 Multi Skills (13th and 20th June), Primary
Athletics (18th June), Mini Olympics (27th June), Year 5 events (3rd and 4th July), Year 6 sports evening
(3rd July) along with a number of Primary school activities.

Sports Day 2018
Students in Years 7, 8 and 10 are invited and encouraged to sign up for Sports Day ASAP. Please see
a member of the PE staff to discuss events and activities. The event will take place on Thursday 12th
July at Rockingham Triangle.

Cricket Results
U13 Win v Leicester Grammar - well played to Ollie Howland (36 not out) and Joe Pearson (25 not out)
who helped secure a comfortable seven wicket win.
U18 Win (pictured) v Regent College – Robert Smyth Academy bowled Regent College out for just 60,
with wickets for James Lawton (2), Elliot Baker (2), Tom Mercer (2), Henry Linsell (1), Ben Woodward
(1) and two run outs. In reply James Lawton (25 not out) along with Tom Fortnum (5 not out) saw us
home to win by eight wickets.

U12 Cricket results
Robert Smyth Academy’s U12s lost by eight wickets against Leicester Grammar. Batting first, Robert
Smyth Academy scored 132 with Ollie Mason scoring a superb 66 not out. In reply Grace King took two
early wickets but Leicester Grammar secured the victory without losing any other wickets.
Robert Smyth Academy secured their first U12 win against Lutterworth High with an excellent nine
wicket win. Lutterworth High scored 114-3 with Zac Price and Ben Clowes taking a wicket each
alongside a run out. In reply Ollie Mason and Ben Clowes put on 100 for the first wicket before Ben
was dismissed for 14. Ollie (59 not out) and Ben Orton then saw us home to victory.
Athletics
Well done to all the students who participated in the athletics competitions prior to half term. In the
first event hosted by Leicester Grammar at Saffron Lane, we saw outstanding performances and
victories for Tabitha Tooms, Dilys Burden, Ollie Docherty and Sam White amongst others.

Track and Field Cup
Well done to all the students who participated in the Track and Field Cup on Thursday 17th May at
Saffron Lane. There were lots of excellent individual performances with both the Year 10 girls and Year
7/8 girls teams finishing second.
Area Sports Athletics
On Monday 21st May we had an excellent day at the South Leicestershire Area Sports Athletics where
a number of students performed superbly. Ashlynne Scott, Lizzie Clapp, Beth Wallis, Bea Spencer, Tom
Pymm, Wilf Burden, Tyler Chapman and Millie Van Nierop all secured wins which helped the
intermediate team be crowned the area champions! In the U13 competition for Year 7, Ollie Docherty
and Dilys Burden, along with the girls relay team, all took first place. The Year 8 students worked
extremely hard in the Year 8/9 competition, competing against Year 9’s in most events - well done to
all the students who made the finals.
Well done to students for their great attitude and performances, in particular to the 21 athletes who
qualified for the county finals in June.
Year 12 Sports Leaders
Congratulations to Charlotte Ellis, Eleanor Cawthrow, Alice Merriman, Ellie Johnson, Sian Pyne, Matt
Moir and Bihui Wu who volunteered at an inclusive sports event at the Leisure Centre for Freedom
Support - the feedback we received was ‘Please give my huge thanks to your wonderful students. They
were fantastic. Hard working, friendly and enthusiastic. I’m sure you are very proud of them already,
they really are a credit to your school. Hope we can work together again very soon’.
Lock in fundraiser
Well done to the below students for raising the most money for Lock in 2018, although a big thank you
to all those who raised money. Lily Mills, Timmy Gorman-Powell, Bea Spencer, Freddie Jackson, Jonah
Cripwell, Tilly Johnson, Elise Jones, Joe McTighe, Jessica Kirkpatrick, Carys-Amber Wellicome
and Thomas Shaw. We have raised nearly £3000 in total which is a fantastic achievement, although we
are still awaiting the final amounts from some students.

Mike Scully
PE Department

Music Tour
The Music Department has a long tradition of going on an annual tour to Europe. This year in July, the
schools Jazz and Soul band will be visiting the Netherlands, playing concerts in the resorts of Noordwijk
and Zandvoort (at an English festival) and at De Efterling Theme Park - all of which are in the vicinity of
Amsterdam.

For the concerts, the bands wear a 'Tour Polo Top', which not only brings uniformity to the bands, but
enables our audience to see who we are and where we are from. We are looking for a sponsor who
would help to cover the cost of the T shirts, in return for having their company name/logo printed on
the sleeve of the tops and featured in our concert programmes. The total cost of the tops for the 40
people going on the tour is approximately £530. If you feel this is something you can help with, or
would like more information then please get in contact with Lucy Wass, Head of Music, at
lwass@robertsmyth.tgacademy.org.uk

Summer Concert
The Summer Concert is to be held on Wednesday 27th June, at 7.15pm in the School Hall. This is a
great opportunity to see the many groups and ensembles that have been rehearsing hard all
year. Tickets are £5 for adults and £3 for 19's and under, they are available from Student Services.

Thank you.

Lucy Wass
Music Department

It is, of course, something of an exaggeration to claim that RSA has been at the forefront of the nation’s
rejoicing this summer, but allow a little artistic licence as we seek to make good our claim.

As you may know, our school has two mottos – our historic prayer in Latin, ‘Domine dirige nos’ (‘Lord,
lead us’) which links us directly to the City of London, where the original Robert Smyth worked. More
recently, we have also adopted RSA as reminding our students to seek to Respect, Succeed and Aspire.

In terms of how our students have been led to lead others, then we suggest the following;

Respect – The marriage of HRH Prince Harry to Megan Markle
We were thrilled to learn that one of our former students, Kate Sandford (nee Miller) was selected as
the first female state trumpeter to play at the Royal Wedding in May.

Succeed – The pathway from the classroom to nationwide exposure
As a result of year 12’s studying the radio 1 breakfast show with Miss Nicholson, A-Level student Lara
Colotto was on the show in May. The sort of initiative which could well open doors for Lara and other
students, as they see the possibilities which might open up in front of them.

Aspire – the Jazz band ‘smashes it’
Those of an older vintage might be more used to reading of rock bands ‘smashing it’ and referring to
guitars, televisions and hotel bedrooms. We are certain that the Jazz band damaged no such things in
their latest outing. What they did do, however, was perform fabulously at the Curve recently, to rave
reviews.

Of course, many of our students are working incredibly hard towards significant, possibly life-changing
summer exams. But as the pressure intensifies academically, the school continues to live up to our
motto – inside and outside of the exam hall, we are very proud of our students who work so hard,
striving to Respect, Aspire, Succeed.

Mr Davies & Mr Tucker, College Champions

We had a lovely yet sad morning, hanging the Art Show and having a farewell breakfast together.

These are just a few of our students’ amazing pieces.

Helen Kenworthy
Head of Art & Design

Summer Term 2018
Monday 25th June, Trust Training Day (closed to students)
Friday 13th July, 12.45pm, Academy closes

Autumn Term 2018
Friday 24th August 2018, Year 12 Registration
Tuesday 28th August 2018, Academy opens to staff (Inset day)
Wednesday 29th August 2018, Academy opens to Year 7 & 10 students
Thursday 30th August 2018, Academy opens to all Years
Thursday 13th September 2018, (provisional date) Presentation Evening
Thursday 27th September 2018, (provisional date) Open Evening
Friday 12th October 2018, Academy closes
Monday 15th to Friday 19th October 2018, Half Term break
Friday 21st December 2018, Academy closes
Monday 24th December to Friday 4th January 2019, Christmas and New Year break

Spring Term 2019
Monday 7th January 2019, Academy opens to staff and students
Friday 15th February 2019, Academy closes
Monday 18th to 22nd February 2019, Half term break
Monday 25th February 2019, Academy opens to staff and students
Friday 12th April 2019, Academy closes Easter break

Dear Parent/Guardian/Student
Privacy Notice - Data Protection Act 1998
The Robert Smyth Academy is the Data Controller for the purposes of the Data Protection Act. We collect information about you and may
receive information about you from other educational establishments you have attended previously. Information may also be received from
the Learning Records Service. We hold this personal data and use it to:





support your teaching and learning;
monitor and report on your progress:
provide appropriate pastoral care, and
assess how well the Academy is doing.

This information includes your contact details, national curriculum assessment results, attendance information and personal characteristics
such as your ethnic group, special educational needs and any relevant medical information. If you are enrolling for post 14 qualifications we
will be provided with your unique learner number by the Learning Records Service and may also obtain from them details of any learning or
qualifications you have undertaken.
We will not give information about you to anyone outside the Academy without your consent unless the law and our rules permit it.
We are required by law to pass some of your information to the Local Authority (LA), the Department for Education (DfE) and the NHS
Vaccination Team.
If you want to see a copy of the information we hold and share about you then please contact the Data Manager.
If you require more information about how the LA and/or DfE store and use this data please go to the following websites:

http://www.leics.gov.uk/schoolsfpn and
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/ims/datamanagement/privacynotices/pupilsdata/
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/management/ims/datamanagement/privacynotices/pupilsdata/thirdpartyorgs/

If you are unable to access these websites, please contact the LA or the DfE as follows:
Mike Challands
Information and Data Team
Room G8
County Hall
Leicestershire
LE3 8RF
tel: 0116 305 6637

email: mike.challands@leics.gov.uk

Public Communications Unit
Department for Education
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT
website: www.education.gov.uk

email: info@education.gsi.gov.uk

tel: 0870 000 2288

Prospects - once you are aged 13 or over we are required to pass on certain information to Prospects. Prospects is the South Leicestershire
careers support service for all young people aged 13 to 19. We may provide both your name and address, and those of your parents together
with any further information relevant to Prospects services’ role. However, you can ask that no information beyond name and address be
passed to Prospects if you are over 16 years old. Your parents also have this right. Please inform the Data Manager if you wish to opt out of
this arrangement.

